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GLOBAL OUTLOOK FOR 

THE NEXT DECADE 

Main Panel

ABOUT THE FORUM Bled Strategic Forum has emerged as an important an-
nual gathering of prominent thinkers from the spheres 
of politics, industry, and academia from the region and 
beyond. It has taken place every years since 2006 in the 
Slovenian resort town of Bled, which is famous around 
the world for its beautiful alpine lake.
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The world has entered a new decade, which is labelled 
by many as the Age of Transformation. The internation-
al system - as constructed after the Second World War 
- will likely be almost unrecognisable by 2020 owing to 
the rise of emerging powers, an increasingly globalised 
economy and the influence of non-state actors. Un-
precedented global economic growth will continue to 
put pressure on a number of highly strategic resources, 
including energy, food and water, and demand is pro-
jected to outstrip readily available supplies over the next 
decade or so.
Under the title “Global Outlook for the Next De-

cade”, the Forum tackled some of the main challenges 
of the decade: the energy transition, the water challenge, 
re-vitalisation of the economy, and the transformative 
power of the Internet. The participants also exchanged 
views on the EU’s role in a multipolar world and on 
ways to reconnect the Western Balkans and aspired to 
find answers whether the international system will be up 
to the challenges and how policymaking can be made 
more sensitive to global long-term perspectives? More-
over, they discussed the growing energy demands and 
challenges associated with ensuring stable water supply.
The Bled Strategic Forum began with the Main Panel 
chaired by Samuel Žbogar, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

of the Republic of Slovenia. Taking part in the debate 
entitled “Global Outlook for the Next Decade” were 

Samuel Žbogar

These are critical subjects for the United Nations, and 
for the achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals. With only five years remaining until the dead-
line of 2015, I am convening a summit in New York 
next month, to mobilize global resources and accelerate 
progress. I am confident that your discussions will have 
a positive impact on our efforts, and I look forward to 
hearing some of your conclusions there.
I wish you fruitful talks and best wishes for your impor-
tant dialogue.”
On facing the future, Yves Leterme, Prime Minister of 

the Kingdom of Belgium, said that the most important 
progress has been achieving full awareness of interde-
pendence (of economies, people, etc.) and the awareness 
of the need to address global issues together. In his opin-
ion, this interdependence was clearly manifested during 
the recent global financial crisis. When addressing glob-
al issues, optimism should prevail and solutions should 
not be sought only within nation states. He believes 
progress has been made in the resolution of global is-
sues, for example in combating poverty. In his opinion, 
key challenges that can only be addressed globally are 
the strengthening of world peace, the growing problem 
of global warming, and the future of global food and 
water supply. Presently, the question of the imbalance of 
power in the international community - in international 
organisations, international financial architecture and 

in global governance as a whole – should be addressed, 
since a shift of balance towards the developing countries 
is necessary.
He believes Europe plays an important role in an in-
ternational community faced with new global play-
ers. Despite the pressure of globalisation, the EU has 
preserved its traditional social welfare system, which 
should be kept since it is morally superior and sets 
an example for the rest of the world. The EU should 
enhance its contribution to solving global issues and 
devote more political energy to the implementation of 
the European foreign policy and the Lisbon Treaty in 
order to become a more important global power, Le-
terme concluded.
Amre Moussa, Secretary-General of the League of the 

Arab States, emphasised “uncertainty” as the key word 
of the next decade, referring to economic, security and 
other areas where uncertainty is prevailing. He high-
lighted that the economic and financial crisis has afflict-
ed the world very seriously, the effects of which are still 
being felt. The way it is dealt with reflects the interests 
of the industrialized part of the world. The developing 
nations however are not the cause of the problem but 
also not taking part in the solution. The marginalisation 
of this huge part of international community therefore 
calls for new approaches to deal with such problems. 
According to Moussa, the clash of civilisations is tak-

Yves Leterme

Yves Leterme, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Bel-
gium; Amre Moussa, Secretary-General of the League of 
the Arab States; Preneet Kaur, Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs of the Republic of India; and Ambassador 
Antonio de Aguiar Patriota, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Federative Republic of Brazil.
At the beginning of the panel, Ján Kubiš, Executive Sec-

retary of the United Nations Economic Commission 

for Europe, delivered a message from Ban Ki-moon, 

Secretary-General of the United Nations:

“The Bled Strategic Forum is an excellent opportunity 
to discuss some of the most pressing issues of our age. 
Every year, the organizers highlight fascinating and chal-
lenging subjects for discussion.
In the past two years, you have debated the impact of 
climate change on energy security, and the politics of 
the economic crisis. This year’s topic, ‘The Global Out-
look for the Next Decade’, promises to be just as timely 
and ambitious.
This topic will undoubtedly allow for a dialogue 
around critical questions such as the state of current 
economic and financial systems, the challenges to 
global governance and the changing nature of geopo-
litical arrangements. It will also cover the availability 
of resources, including energy, food and water, against 
a backdrop of population growth and economic de-
velopment.
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depleted rapidly. It is imperative that they be utilised 
judiciously and that the world’s dependence on these 
resources is reduced. 
She went on to say that energy is needed for devel-
opment, which is why it has become imperative for 
both developed and developing countries to seriously 
pursue renewable sources of energy. At the same time, 
efforts should be made to enhance the efficiency of 
existing energy systems. In India, the National Ac-
tion Plan on Climate Change was adopted based on 
a multi-pronged approach. India plans to pool its sci-
entific, technical and managerial talents with sufficient 
financial resources to develop solar energy as the prin-
cipal source of energy to power its economy.  It has 
launched an ambitious Solar Mission in January this 
year and the aim is to deploy 20,000 MW of solar 
power by 2022.
She believes that water challenge is critically impor-
tant and India’s focus is to increase the efficiency of 
water use, exploring efficient operations to augment 
water supply and ensure a more efficient management 
of water resources. Sewage treatment plants are now 
mandatory for all industrial and commercial build-
ings and residential apartments. These measures have 
helped to bridge the gap between availability and re-
quirement. She stressed that climate change is another 
major global challenge, stressing that India is prepared 

ing place as a result of a particularly serious, errone-
ous excitement at both poles, resulting in conflicts and 
violence. If this crisis of relations between civilisations 
persists, it will affect all aspects of life and will result in 
terrorism and violence on a daily basis. He stressed that 
the issue of non-proliferation should also be properly 
addressed without double standards.
He furthermore wondered how to preserve and consoli-
date the international global order? The G-20 is a good 
organisation, but is not broadly representative. According 
to Moussa, the UN Security Council should have juris-
diction to address issues of global food and water supply 
as well as other sources of instability without its members 
having veto powers. Moussa concluded by saying that the 
key task of the coming decade will be ensuring that every-
one’s interests are considered and providing for efficiency 
in addressing future challenges.
Preneet Kaur, Minister of State for External Affairs of 

the Republic of India, believes the global outlook for 
the next decade can be summarized in a word as “chal-
lenging”. The most immediate challenges in her opinion 
are sustainable development, energy security, the water 
challenge and international terrorism, since these affect 
global development, prosperity and security. Today, the 
world is connected and interdependence leaves us no 
choice but to find common solutions for the benefit of 
mankind. Our natural resources are finite and are being 

Amre Moussa

Preneet Kaur

to play its role as a responsible member of the inter-
national community and make a contribution to miti-
gate its impact, which is why it has engaged actively in 
multilateral negotiations in the UN Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change. India recently announced 
it would reduce the emission intensity of its GDP by 
20–25 per cent by 2020 and committed itself to ensur-
ing that its per capita emissions will never exceed those 
of the developed countries.
Kaur concluded by stressing that terrorism poses a seri-
ous danger to all civilised societies. Terrorists have no 
religion or faith. They do not belong to any community. 
No community or religion can or should be blamed for 
irresponsible and violent acts of a few individuals. In 
this regard, she believes there is an urgent need to seek 
the expeditious conclusion of negotiations on the Com-
prehensive Convention on International Terrorism, 
which has been pending in the UN since 1996. 
Ambassador Antonio de Aguiar Patriota, Deputy 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Federative Republic 

of Brazil, said that food supply and the eradication of 
poverty are of crucial importance for his country. Un-
der President Lula da Silva, Brazil is adopting important 
policies in these areas. According to Patriota, some of 
the key reasons for today’s instability include terrorism, 
fundamentalism (i.e. Islamic fundamentalism, islamo-
phobia, xenophobia, other types of fundamentalism) 

and the proliferation of nuclear weapons. It is however 
important not to follow double standards in addressing 
them. Patriota highlighted that Europe’s political voice 
in the international community is weaker than Brazil 
would like it to be given that Europe and its welfare 
system are viewed in Brazil as capitalism with a human 
face.
Patriota pointed out that the policies of the G-20 will 
not prove successful if the group isolates itself from the 
rest of the world, especially the United Nations. He 
agreed that the main challenge faced by the world to-
day is global governance. Other major challenges that 
lie ahead are the eradication of poverty, reduction of 
CO2 emissions and ensuring global peace and security. 
As an emerging country, Brazil is already contributing 
its share to the latter by cooperating in peace-keeping 
operations around the world. Patriota underlined that 
the international system should be infused with more 
democracy. Participation in groups with limited mem-
bership is not positive, because it creates asymmetry in 
the international community. He set the Copenhagen 
Conference as a positive example of participation in the 
international community.

Antonio de Aguiar Patriota
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EU IN A MULTIPOLAR 

WORLD

Special Panel

EU and the reach of its individual Member States. We 
must be aware that in this context, the EU will always 
lag behind bigger national powers with clearly defined 
national interests.
The process of establishing the European External Ac-
tion Service (EEAS) is a test of the EU’s foreign policy. 
This is not only a supporting service for the EU High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 
but also the EU’s window to a world extending beyond 
its borders. It is important to note that this is not only 
a window for the EU to see the world, but also an 
opportunity and a tool for the EU to present itself to 
the world. The panel was moderated by Helga Maria 

Schmid, Director of the Policy Unit of the General 

Secretariat of the Council of the European Union, 
who noted that effective multilateralism is the tradi-
tional concept of EU operations. The key strategic is-
sue for the EU is therefore to effectively operate as one 
of the powers in a multipolar world and participate in 
reforming the existing system.
Felipe González Márquez, Former Prime Minister 

of the Kingdom of Spain and Chair of the Reflec-

tion Group, underscored that the financial crisis had 
a strong impact on the EU primarily because its fi-
nancial structures were not adapted to globalisation 
and new technologies. The EU must respond to the 
crisis and think long term; it must overcome internal 

Helga Maria Schmid

Felipe González Márquez

We are at an important time in the EU’s history. With 
the Lisbon Treaty in force, the EU has an opportunity 
to change the way it leads its foreign policy internal-
ly and the way it is perceived by other players in the 
broader international community. We live in a world of 
growing complexity with many trans-border threats and 
challenges, including fragile states, terrorism, organised 
crime, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, 
cyber threats, and many wider issues affecting the secu-
rity of EU citizens (energy, climate change, the competi-
tion for natural resources, and illegal migration). Many 
of these threats are interlinked and require a collective 
response.
Although much criticised, the concept of “sovereignty” 
is still central in the understanding of international 
relations. The traditional concept of state sovereignty 
has been challenged and revisited since the very begin-
ning of the integration process in Europe, more than 
50 years ago. It can be argued that, with the success 
of European countries in transforming the concept of 
sovereignty, the EU became a significant global player. 
The EU’s position in the global arena is evident. Rep-
resenting a quarter of the world’s GNP, around a fifth 
of all international trade, and being the world’s big-
gest donor of development aid, the EU cannot opt out 
of the international arena. But although the EU has a 
global reach, it is difficult to delineate the reach of the 
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János Martonyi Nickolay Mladenov

Peter Gordon MacKay

structural problems like demographics and migration, 
human capital, energy issues and have a clear picture 
of its role in the world. Although the EU succeeds in 
adopting a common stance on a certain issue, this does 
not mean that it has a strategy of how to achieve its 
goals and promote its interests, which was clearly dem-
onstrated in Copenhagen during climate change talks. 
He concluded that the Treaty of Lisbon introduces 
new instruments for the Common Foreign and Secu-
rity Policy (CFSP) but fails to include strategies.  These 
are in the domain of the Council, since the office of 
the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Secu-
rity Policy is not tasked with the actual implementa-
tion of the CFSP but merely its co-ordination.
Dr János Martonyi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Hungary, voiced the opinion that global 
governance is not possible in the current international 
system characterised by rapid change, ever increasing 
unpredictability and insecurity. Bridging the gap be-
tween change and response is crucial in this regard and 
for this purpose semi-formal groups such as the G20 are 
being established. The EU could become a test lab for 
building global governance, but should first consolidate 
internally. The relationship with Russia is a test for the 
EU’s future foreign policy decisions.
Peter Gordon MacKay, Minister of National De-

fence of Canada, believes NATO is the main forum 

cohesion: tackle new challenges of energy security and 
common energy policy and continue the enlargement 
process and remind the Western Balkan countries of their 
reform pledges. Mladenov concluded that the transatlan-
tic partnership is not only a relationship among partners, 
but also among allies, which is why strategic partnerships 
should be established to face contemporary challenges.
Ambassador Mei Zhaorong, Executive Director  

of China Foundation for International Studies,  

China, stressed that China expects the EU will turn 
challenges into opportunities. The EU should imple-
ment the necessary reforms and continue its integration 
process, bearing in mind that big and important devel-
opments cannot occur overnight. Mei believes the EU 
is a major player in global trade and economy, whereas 
China wishes to be regarded as an equal partner with 
common interests in ensuring world peace and devel-
opment. He concluded that a fast-growing China is a 
great opportunity for the EU and its economy.
Jean-Dominique Giuliani, Company Manager – 

Chairman of the Board of the Foundation Robert 

Schuman, France, emphasised that the EU must fulfil 
certain conditions if it wants to become a key player 
in the international arena. This is because a multipo-
lar world does not automatically imply a multilateral 
system, but rather a very competitive system in which 
many countries compete for influence. He stressed that 

the EU must become more of a global player, which is 
why it needs a strong common policy. It also needs to 
go beyond the common perception that it can become 
a global player without military power. In order to be-
come a global player, the EU needs all the instruments 
required in a multipolar world, which is why it is still 
a “superpower in the making”. The EU has become 
accustomed to living under NATO’s security umbrella 
and that is why the concept of EU common defence 
policy has never truly evolved. The time has come to 
change this, he concluded.

Mei Zhaorong

Jean-Dominique Giuliani

of transatlantic cooperation. Mackay emphasised that 
EU-NATO relations must be managed carefully and 
the cooperation should go beyond security issues. He 
highlighted that Canada sees Brazil, China and Russia 
as central emerging powers, but also finds it essential 
that the EU is surrounded by strong partners, of which 
Canada wants to be one.
The EU is not a hard power due to its fragmented defence 
industry and defence market, said Nickolay Mladenov, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgar-

ia. He believes the EU is very ineffective in the develop-
ment of defence technologies and must face reality that 
the world does not and will not share the same beliefs. 
The EU’s three key advantages in his opinion are free-
doms, the ability to bridge differences, and the use of soft 
power of persuasion and diplomacy. In order to become a 
global leader, the EU should address the issue of internal 
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The conference of Western Balkans leaders “Together for 
the European Union: the Contribution of the Western 
Balkans to the European Future”, which took place on 
20 March at Brdo pri Kranju, Slovenia, marked a fresh 
start in cooperation and the opening of a new chapter in 
the history of relations in the region. This commitment 
has been expressed in a declaration adopted unanimous-
ly, which states that all participating countries (Albania, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, 
Montenegro, and Slovenia) will “provide each other 
with mutual support and an exchange of experience 
gained during the integration processes” and that they 
will “promote good neighbourly relations, through our 
continuous work on projects of common interest and 
invest best efforts in addressing open bilateral issues in 
a European spirit”.
Dealing with current and future challenges effectively 
requires dialogue and cooperation on an equal foot-
ing and, above all, mutual respect and trust. Mutual 
respect and trust enabled a breakthrough in relations 
between Slovenia and Croatia and the settling of the 
border dispute. Unresolved issues are an obstacle to the 
development of good neighbourly relations and effec-
tive regional cooperation. The practice of not discuss-
ing issues vital to the every day lives of the people in 
the region persists. After years of bloodshed, it is time 
for the region to start resolving open issues and build-

TRUST (IN) THE BALKANS

Panel A

Zoran Thaler

Gordan Jandroković

ing relations based on dialogue. This is the only way to 
focus the necessary activities on the future and develop 
the region’s credibility vis-à-vis the Euro-Atlantic com-
munity in calling for further enlargement of the EU and 
NATO.
The panel was moderated by Zoran Thaler, Member of 

the European Parliament, who described the Balkans 
as a region that underwent major change in a short pe-
riod of time and raised the question of how to avoid 
the threat posed by “frozen conflicts”. He stated that 
the arbitration accord between the Republic of Slove-
nia and the Republic of Croatia sets a good example 
for solving open issues in the region and emphasised 
that maintaining the EU perspective is essential for the 
stability, security and prosperity of the Balkan countries, 
which is why the EU should step up its endeavours in 
this regard.
Gordan Jandroković, Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

European Integration of the Republic of Croatia, re-
called the previous Bled Strategic Forums and under-
lined the progress made in this time in relations between 
the Republic of Slovenia and the Republic of Croatia. 
He highlighted that the arbitration accord between the 
countries is an important signal for the region on the 
resolution of problems among neighbours. Major prob-
lems in the Balkans should, in his opinion, be referred 
to the ICJ for resolution. He is moreover convinced that 

the EU has a crucial role in promoting stability and that 
the EU perspective must be within reach for the Balkan 
countries.
Sven Alkalaj, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bos-

nia and Herzegovina, emphasised the importance of 
dialogue between countries and expressed his opinion 
that all open bilateral issues must be resolved prior to 
EU accession. The arbitration accord between Slovenia 
and Croatia sets a good example for resolving open 
issues. Bosnia and Herzegovina has open issues with 
Croatia and Serbia, but no outstanding issues with 
Montenegro. He believes that a Euro-Atlantic per-
spective is essential for preserving stability in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. Moreover, NATO membership is at 
this point even more important for Bosnia and Herze-
govina due to its security aspect, but BiH also needs 
encouragement from the EU or it could experience 
destabilisation. He dwelled on the necessary constitu-
tional reform, saying the present “Dayton Constitu-
tion” is weak. He thanked Slovenia and MEP Tanja 
Fajon personally for her assistance and support during 
the visa liberalisation negotiations, stressing that visa 
liberalisation presents an adequate encouragement for 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Dr Besim Beqaj, Minister for European Integration 

of the Republic of Kosovo, underlined that a credible 
and realistic EU perspective is of crucial importance 
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Sven Alkalaj Daniel Serwer

Besim Beqaj

for stability of the Balkans given the extensive pressure 
exerted by the public in Kosovo. Similarly to other 
Balkan countries, Kosovo realises that the path to the 
EU is a lengthy process that requires adequate support 
from the EU. Beqaj stressed that Kosovo can contrib-
ute considerably to the EU with its young people. He 
expressed a hope that the preconditions for the start of 
the visa liberalisation dialogue had been met and that 
Brussels had been acquainted of this. In his conclud-
ing remarks, he stressed the importance of regional 
cooperation as an effective means of ensuring contin-
ued dialogue between the countries in the region. He 
said that despite Kosovo’s enormous trade deficit with 
Serbia and Serbia’s blockades at all levels, Kosovo has 
neither adopted protectionist measures nor blocked 
Serbian products.
Daniel Serwer, Vice-President of Centers of Innova-

tion, United States Institute of Peace, United States 

of America, believes that the accession of Balkan coun-
tries to the EU does not involve exclusively technical 
issues but also other factors, including Serbia’s influence 
in the region. He sees two Serbian ambitions: firstly, the 
EU ambition and secondly, the territorial ambition in 
Kosovo and perhaps also in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In 
his opinion, Serbia should be made to admit the acts it 
committed in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in Kosovo. 
While this would most likely result in the rise of nation-

alist movements in the country, it is a risk that Serbia 
should accept. In case Serbia does not do so, further 
EU and US support should be reconsidered. He thinks 
that the “Dayton Constitution” is in fact a trap, limit-
ing Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is why he called for 
constitutional reform.

THE WATER CHALLENGE

Panel B
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Moderator R. Andreas Kraemer, Director of the 

Ecologic Institute, Germany, presented water as the 
cross-cutting theme of global challenges of today and 
linked the issues of human health and safe food sup-
ply with ensuring development and the elimination 
of poverty, environmental protection as well as in-
ternational peace and security. He highlighted that 
climate change and altered precipitation patterns 
cause a reduction in water resources, more frequent 
droughts, on the one hand, and an overabundance 
of water with storms and floods on the other. In 
both cases, humanitarian crises and migration fol-
low, possibly wrecking political stability and causing 
conflicts. He stressed that dealing with water chal-
lenges requires an approach linking different levels of 
decision-making. Global dialogue on water requires 
local experience and regional solutions, while science 
can provide technical solutions accompanied by po-
litical dialogue.
Dr Janez Potočnik, European Commissioner for 

the Environment, noted that the 20th century was 
marked by a nine-fold increase in the use of water 
and an 18-fold increase in the use of fossil fuels. He 
outlined the EU’s efforts to achieve comprehensive 
water management providing for high water quality, 
efficient use of natural resources, and adaptation to 
climate change. The Union is active in several fields, 

among them the field of development, in which the 
goal is to reduce the number of people without ac-
cess to drinking water and sanitation in the world by 
half by 2015. The EU Water Initiative is aimed at Sub-
Saharan Africa, the Mediterranean, Latin America and 
the Caribbean, with its main objective being political 
dialogue aimed at building of appropriate capacities 
and infrastructure.
He explained that the EU Water Framework Directive 
builds on management of river basins, which is closely 
related to regional cooperation and deals with sustain-
able development of agriculture, transport, flood pro-
tection and water resource management. Potočnik also 
explained that the European Commission adopted a 
White Paper on adapting to climate change which in-
cludes recommendations for water management. 
Jorge Borges, State Secretary of Foreign Affairs at the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Co-operation and Com-

munities of Cape Verde, said that water represented a 
perennial problem and limitation for Cape Verde, thus re-
ducing the quality of life of Cape Verdeans. He explained 
that fresh water is mainly obtained through desalination, 
which increases the use of fuels and consequently the 
impact on the environment and climate. Furthermore, 
high population growth in Cape Verde creates a growing 
need for food and water, making water capture, recycling 
of waste water and desalination using renewable energy 

R. Andreas Kraemer

Janez Potočnik

Almost half of the world’s population is expected to 
live in areas of high water stress by 2030 due to climate 
change, population growth, environmental degrada-
tion and growing demand for food and energy. With 
longer droughts, more frequent extreme weather events 
and changes in precipitation patterns, global warming 
affects particularly the water cycle. Climate change will 
impact on the most vulnerable communities in develop-
ing countries, multiplying the effects of poverty, poor 
governance and political instability.
Water security is essential for reducing poverty and 
achieving the Millennium Development Goals. Howev-
er, water governance is more than just assuring adequate 
quantity, quality and reliability of water supply for all 
sectors. It is about sustainable management of water re-
sources, which requires a multi-faceted approach. Water 
governance combines technical knowledge with social 
values and political accountability. Water is therefore 
making its way to the top of the global agenda. With 
increasing demand for water and growing depletion 
and degradation of water supplies, water security is be-
coming as important as energy security. Water scarcity 
can exacerbate existing political rivalries or promote 
cooperation for management of cross-boundary water 
resources. While global action to address water issues is 
important, regional cooperation and local solutions are 
essential for bringing about results.

sources the country’s main challenges. Borges explained 
that 25 per cent of the demand for energy in Cape Verde 
is satisfied by wind and solar energy. Nevertheless, he is 
afraid that climate change will primarily affect developing 
countries which are already faced with a lack of water.
Dr Kerri-Ann Jones, Assistant Secretary of State, Bu-

reau of Oceans and International Environmental and 

Scientific Affairs, U.S. Department of State, United 

States of America, emphasised that water is a critical 
global challenge. By 2025, one third of the world’s pop-
ulation will live in areas lacking water. Additional funds 
for improved water management are therefore needed to 
improve this outlook. Water is a major security concern, 
causing conflicts for control over water resources and 
possibly endangering the existence of states. Adequate 
water management has positive impact on the quality of 
life, security, economy, development and health.

Jorge Borges Kerri-Ann Jones
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her opinion an increasingly burning issue due to the 
growing demand for water, particularly in developing 
countries, where people not only do not have access to 
drinking water but also cannot afford to buy it. De-
mand for water has increased by 40 per cent in the 
last 20 years. Kajfež Bogataj highlighted virtual water 
as an issue addressed insufficiently. The term refers to 
water that is needed to grow crops and to provide in-
dustrial products that are imported from developing 
countries, which causes an additional burden on these 
countries’ water resources. Water needs energy and en-
ergy production is dependent on water since enormous 
amounts of water are needed for fuel production. She 
emphasised the importance of science and develop-
ment in addressing the water issue and stressed that 
politics, especially water diplomacy, should also play 
a part in this process. Kajfež Bogataj concluded that 

Francisco Nunes Correia John H. MatthewsLučka Kajfež Bogataj

Jones stressed that tackling the challenges posed by wa-
ter requires the use of various sectoral policies and the 
establishment of partnerships involving the private sec-
tor, in addition to technological and scientific solutions. 
She concluded that water issue is already dealt with in 
the framework of development cooperation and the 
Millennium Development Goals, but stressed that wa-
ter diplomacy must also be strengthened.
Prof Dr Francisco Nunes Correia, Former Minister of 

Environment and Spatial Planning of the Portuguese 

Republic and Full Professor at IST - DECivil, Portu-

gal, underlined the key aspects of the water issue, namely 
that there can be too little or too much water and that 
salt water is superabundant, whereas fresh water is scarce. 
Water may provoke conflicts or encourage cooperation, 
but is in his opinion rarely the main cause of conflict. 
Nunes Correia believes that water should be considered a 
common good or the property of all and the right to wa-
ter entitles everyone to affordable and sufficient water to 
meet reasonable needs. Water should be conserved and in 
most cases, the causes of water shortages are not natural 
conditions or technical capabilities, but social issues and 
poor management.
Prof Dr Lučka Kajfež Bogataj, Professor at the Bio-

technical Faculty, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, 
expects that the current problems stemming from 
global warming will get worse. The water issue is in 

new global rules need to be put in place, since water is 
a commodity that has a certain price.
Dr John H. Matthews, Lead Freshwater Adaptation 

Scientist at World Wildlife Fund, United States of 

America, spoke about the link between the water issue 
and adaptation to climate change. Providing a number 
of specific examples of poorly planned infrastructure 
projects, Matthews illustrated the effects of climate 
change on the hydrological conditions of water courses, 
which must be taken into account in the planning of 
river use, for example when constructing hydroelectric 
power plants. He highlighted cases where dykes and 
power plants have been made too large or had otherwise 
been planned poorly.
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In only two decades, the World Wide Web has become 
the most powerful information tool since Gutenberg’s 
printing press, but also the most intrusive one. The web 
has revolutionised our lives. It has brought about an 
enormous transformation in what information we have 
at our fingertips. It is extremely empowering: everyone 
has the freedom to participate in the library of knowl-
edge collected online, to access or create it. Anyone who 
has historically held control over distribution of infor-
mation - governments, media, agents - has to reposition 
in the face of this information “tsunami”.
The web is undoubtedly a transformative technology on 
a par with the printing press, but it is difficult to believe 
that it will put an end to inequality or eradicate inter-
national conflict. As an overwhelmingly commercial 
space, the Internet is also transforming the meaning of 
privacy in the 21st century. The web may be fundamen-
tally changing our way of thinking. Our relationship 
with the web is a synergy: as it matures, so will we. As 
it draws us into its networks and hyperlinks, we shape 
them in our global image. It is the most revolutionary 
evolution that our planet has ever seen.
In her introduction, moderator Katarina Škoberne, 

Communicator and Innovator, United Kingdom, 

compared the Internet with the invention of the au-
tomobile – it has changed how we perceive the world, 
what used to be distant places are now easily accessible.

THE INTERNET DOES 

CHANGE EVERYTHING!

Panel C

of construction in areas with low population density. 
He stated that Internet offers access to information and 
opens up new possibilities, while at the same time shift-
ing influence in society. The use of the Internet enables 
cooperation in different fields with a mere click of a 
mouse button. However, it also raises questions about 
privacy, copyright and intellectual property.
Dunja Mijatović, OSCE Representative on Freedom of 

the Media, highlighted the problem of governments try-
ing to restrict the freedom of the media because they feel 
threatened by the accessibility of information provided 
by the Internet. Some governments are therefore trying 
to block or limit Internet access and establish censorship. 
In some parts, bloggers and other Internet users face pros-
ecution for expressing their opinion on the Internet that 
does not conform to state policy. Some countries use ef-
forts to fight terrorism and other crime as a pretense for 
controlling and limiting Internet access.
Prof Dr Žiga Turk, Secretary-General of the Reflection 

Group, sees the communication revolution as a driving 
force of social equality. He assessed that various com-
munication technologies have brought about break-
throughs, much like the invention of paper did long 
ago. Paper was used in several cultures, but its poten-
tial was fully realised in Europe with the production of 
low-cost paper, which enabled many to rise above their 
social class. Turk concluded that Europe is therefore a 

Zoran Vehovar Žiga Turk

Dunja MijatovićKatarina Škoberne

Zoran Vehovar, Member of the Management Board of 

Telekom Slovenije, d. d., Slovenia, outlined problems 
associated with infrastructure for Internet access and the 
need to invest in technological and development inno-
vation. He believes that the Internet is a luxury. Despite 
considerable efforts, Internet access has proven difficult 
to provide across the whole country due to high cost 
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place that can ascribe its success to fast adaptation to 
new forms of communication, including those brought 
about by the Internet revolution.
Dr József Györkös, State Secretary at the Ministry of 

Higher Education, Science and Technology of the Re-

public of Slovenia, said that Internet use in Slovenia 
had its roots in various subcultures. He believes that the 
future innovative information society presents a need 
for new governance and the introduction of new top-
ics in political decision-making. Moreover, a new digital 
agenda could be established at the European level – the 
single market, interoperability, and Internet growth 
could together provide conditions for faster connec-
tions, encourage investments into resources and pro-
mote faster change.
At the outset, David Kennedy, Director of Eurescom, 

Germany, stated that the Internet has changed every-
thing and will continue to do so. In some countries, 
Internet access is a right; however, some countries lim-
it access to free content due to copyright limitations. 
Kennedy believes the solution lies in regulating rather 
than blocking access. He outlined the possibility of a 
new sustainable model for access to information that 
balances the infrastructure and service providers as well 
as companies and underlined the subtle difference be-
tween the concepts of Internet neutrality and of web 
management. 

Andrej Nabergoj

David KennedyJózsef Györkös

In his address Andrej Nabergoj, Co-founder of Inter-

net Companies: Aventures, Parsek, Httpool, Easyweb 

and Noovo, Slovenia, spoke about the most important 
global websites. In his words, Google provides access to 
knowledge, whereas Twitter and Facebook are databases 
of expression where millions of people share their views. 
They are tools with which it is possible to shape public 
opinion and influence elections. He explained that US 
President Obama also led his campaign on Facebook, 
helping him to raise a large share of his campaign funds 
from small individual donations made online. He con-
cluded that new applications influence the global econ-
omy, while Internet evolution constitutes a highway to 
the future.

REGIONAL SECURITY 

CHALLENGES  

AND COOPERATION 

 IN CENTRAL ASIA

Panel D
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Since the five Central Asian countries, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan 
gained their independence in 1991, they have all faced 
the challenge of building their own political structures. 
The agenda of reforms needed to establish democratic 
institutions and market economies has clearly varied in 
each of the five Central Asian states, reflecting the dif-
ferences in both national polices and in the distribution 
of natural and human resources across the region. Dif-
ferences in national agendas are reflected in the foreign 
policies of the five states. The landlocked geographic po-
sition also makes them heavily dependant on their larg-
er, immediate neighbours - Russia, China - whilst the 
situation in Afghanistan continues to have an indirect 
impact on their security and stability. At the same time, 
however, they are also seeking to develop a broader cir-
cle of cooperation, including with the US, EU, NATO 
and the OSCE.
Security concerns faced by the five states include a fusion 
of social disorder, crime, corruption, terrorism, ethnic 
and civil conflict, border tensions, water and transport 
disputes, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, and trafficking of illegal narcotics and persons. 
Also, several challenges such as developing regional 
trading corridors, creating energy networks and sys-
tems, and managing rivers and river basins can only be 
tackled effectively through cooperation at the regional 

level. The Central Asian states have tried, with vary-
ing success, to bolster their security forces and regional 
cooperation to deal with these threats and challenges. 
Kyrgyzstan’s instability is having a wider regional im-
pact. It borders on China, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan. Tensions in the area have been high since 
Kyrgyzstan’s President Kurmanbek Bakiyev was ousted 
in an uprising on 7 April 2010. Fighting between eth-
nic Kyrgyz and Uzbeks in southern Kyrgyzstan has left 
some 400,000 people displaced, according to the UN. 
For the first time in its modern history, Uzbekistan 
opened its borders to refugees, as thousands of eth-
nic Uzbeks sought shelter there. The panel discussion 
was moderated by Mjuša Sever, Director of Regional 

Dialogue.  

In his introduction Konstantin Zhigalov, Deputy 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakh-

stan, highlighted the region’s geopolitical significance 
and assessed that its political relevance has been drasti-
cally reduced in the past decades. He drew a connec-
tion between the BRIC countries and the region, since 
it borders on all the BRIC countries except Brazil. He 
introduced the idea of a “larger/wider Central Asia”, 
in which he included Afghanistan, emphasising that 
Afghanistan is an OSCE partner country and borders 
on three OSCE participating states. He believes this 
brings the border issue to the foreground and makes 

the developments on Afghan borders and in the coun-
try relevant for the entire region.
He highlighted that, during its preparations for the 
OSCE Chairmanship, Kazakhstan decided to highlight 
the situation in the region, making Afghanistan one of 
the main priorities. Kazakhstan drew up an Afghanistan 
Position Paper for discussion among the participating 
states as the basis for a discussion at the OSCE Summit. 
Zhigalov stressed that the topics that a country has to 
tackle when it assumes Chairmanship are hard to pre-
dict. As a result, when it defined its priorities for the 
OSCE, the course of events and the emergence of the 
crisis in Kyrgyzstan could not be envisaged. 
Ján Kubiš, Executive Secretary of the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Europe, believes that Cen-
tral Asia will become the most dynamic, problematic 
and interesting region in the coming period. In the 
1990s, only the UN dealt with the region; the EU did 
not take part. He assessed that the situation has, how-
ever, changed: several regional and global powers as 
well as international organisations are involved today. 
He stressed that situation in Afghanistan will have the 
greatest influence on the state of affairs in the region. 
Because of this, further activities in Afghanistan will 
have to be especially well thought-through, particularly 
after disengagement. Kubiš highlighted that the process 
of decision-making in Afghanistan should be in the 

Mjuša Sever Ján Kubiš

Konstantin Zhigalov

hands of the national authorities and the inclusion of 
Afghanistan into the concept of a wider Central Asia 
is reasonable. At the moment, the issue of transferring 
power to internal forces, including the Taliban, is topi-
cal and cannot be avoided. 
Kubiš emphasized that the developments in Kyrgyzstan 
are mainly the result of a dysfunctional state stemming 
from the level of governance and control held by the 
transitional government. The question is whether a 
moderate government in Kyrgyzstan will be able to sta-
bilise this state in which the people and the local popu-
lation are often forgotten. He outlined the possibility 
that, at some point, the people will be fed up with the 
corrupt regime.
As regards the functioning of international organisations 
in the region, Kubiš underlined that the UN has been 
present from the very beginning. He was pleased that 
the UN established the Regional Centre for Preventive 
Diplomacy, which in its two-year existence has proven 
very useful. Kubiš went on to say that Kazakhstan is the 
first Central Asian and first post-Soviet country to chair 
the OSCE and also the first country working to meet 
OSCE standards. Its chairmanship is far from perfect, 
but it gives it important experience about managing po-
litical processes. He also stressed that the EU’s attitude 
towards the region is improving and expressed hope that 
the Lisbon Treaty will provide instruments that will en-
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able the EU to achieve its ambitions for external action. 
Subregional organisations are important as well, given 
that the region lacks positive regional cooperation be-
tween regional organisations, he concluded.
Dr Boris Frlec, Ambassador, Head of the OSCE/

ODIHR Referendum Observation Mission in Kyrgyz 

Republic, presented the situation in the southern part 
of Kyrgyzstan just before the constitutional referendum. 
He explained the decision of ODIHR about not send-
ing short-term election observers to the country since 
the transitional government was not able to control the 
situation and there was no one in the country to provide 
security to 50 short-term observers. He believes it is dif-
ficult to determine the cause of the unrests in the south 
of the country. In his opinion, the division into clans 
is implicitly and effectively influencing the functioning 
of the state. Frlec stressed that to assess the conflict as 
a merely ethnic conflict between Uzbeks and the Kyr-
gyz people is a big mistake, since it involves a battle for 
goods and survival, while trafficking in drugs and arms 
also plays an important role. 
Frlec highlighted that the constitutional referendum 
was successful and the neighbouring countries with 
autocratic regimes were not satisfied with this result. 
The Russian Federation namely stated that Kyrgyzstan 
needs unquestioned authority to establish order in the 
country.

Goran Svilanović

In relation to the functioning of international organisa-
tions in the region, Frlec said that all of them established 
cooperation on the ground, which was assessed as well-
coordinated and positive. The real problem was that cer-
tain territories in the south were physically impossible to 
reach. Furthermore, he emphasized that the population 
no longer respects the police, since the process of estab-
lishing trust in authorities has to be carried out step by 
step. He concluded that Kyrgyzstan urgently needs both 
international financial and expert assistance.
Goran Svilanović, Co-ordinator of OSCE Economic 

and Environmental Activities, presented OSCE’s eco-
nomic and environmental dimension in Kyrgyzstan and 
in the region. He explained that the OSCE is present on 
the ground and will remain present in the future as well. 
He assessed Kazakhstan’s Chairmanship of the OSCE 
as successful, particularly because it managed to reach 
a consensus on the organisation of an OSCE Summit 
— this alone is enough for a positive assessment after 
eleven years of no OSCE Summit.
The OSCE is present in all countries of the region; it 
also fights corruption and deals with the issue of nuclear 
waste. Svilanović emphasised the issue of migration and 
transport. In his opinion, the region urgently needs a 
“business bridge” between China and the EU. Among 
the areas of activity, he outlined the issue of building 
contacts between people, a problem in the region that 

Boris Frlec

directly involves the issue of knowledge and the edu-
cation system. Education is crucial and every country’s 
characteristics have to be taken into account. He com-
mended Kazakhstan for its efforts to establish a regional 
youth centre. In comparison to the Western Balkans, a 
common goal of all countries needs to be found.
Alain Délétroz, Vice President (Europe) at the Inter-

national Crisis Group, Belgium, examined the upcom-
ing challenges of the region. In the coming ten years, 
there will be changes in Uzbekistan’s and Kazakhstan’s 
leadership, which will be very important for both coun-
tries. In Kazakhstan, the process will be partly demo-
cratic, whereas in Uzbekistan, outbreaks of violence 
cannot be excluded. He believes regional cooperation 
in Central Asia is difficult, since the countries do not 
wish to cooperate despite existing arrangements. As an 
example, he mentioned the crossing of the border be-
tween Uzbekistan and Tajikistan and the occasional and 
unannounced closing of Uzbekistan’s border. This has a 
direct impact on trade, since Tajikistan cannot export 
anything in that direction. 
Délétroz believes the countries of the region could un-
derstand each other if they wanted to. They lived under 
the same regime and speak the same language. There-
fore they could make good use of these advantages and 
establish cooperation. In his opinion, Kyrgyzstan is a 
ticking time bomb in the region, greatly influenced by 

money obtained from drug trafficking from Afghani-
stan. The weakest country of the region is consequently 
destroying other systems. He expressed disappointment 
over a lack of political will by the OSCE and the coun-
tries in the region to take measures, as well as over a 
lack of political will of both major powers, the US and 
the Russian Federation, which have military bases in 
the country. The region could in his opinion prosper 
by opening up to foreign markets such as China, which 
takes the region very seriously, since it settled the bor-
der issues immediately after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. China also managed to do something that no 
diplomatic service had ever been able to do before: it 
signed an agreement with Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and 
Tajikistan on the construction of a gas pipeline, which 
will be opened soon. In this context, Kazakhstan has 
the greatest advantage since many of its people were 
educated in China and thus know it very well. Délétroz 
concluded that China has the biggest potential for be-
ing able to influence the region. The Russian Federation 
however has the historical advantage and should know 
how to play the “soft power” card and take advantage of 
its traditional influence in the region.

Alain Délétroz
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World energy demand is expected to increase by 40 per 
cent by 2030. An important share in this increase will 
take place in developing countries, particularly in China 
and India. At present, fossil fuels provide for over 70 
per cent of the world’s total energy demand and future 
energy needs are expected to be met predominantly 
by greater use of fossil fuels. Oil consumption is pro-
jected to increase from 85 million barrels per day in 
2008 to 105 million by 2030. Emissions from fossil fuel 
combustion are considered a primary cause of climate 
change. Scientific estimates show that global emissions 
must peak by 2015 and decline afterwards in order to 
limit global warming to two degrees Celsius. The global 
economy needs to be restructured to achieve economic 
growth while reducing carbon emissions.
Low carbon growth may only be achieved with a transi-
tion from fossil fuels to a renewable energy-based econ-
omy. Apart from environmental sustainability, there are 
other advantages in using renewable energy. Unlike the 
finite and unevenly distributed deposits of fossil fuels, 
renewable energy offers an approach to long-term en-
ergy security in which energy resources are diversified, 
reducing dependence on energy imports. New technol-
ogies can also generate economic growth and create new 
jobs, particularly in times of economic crisis.
The panel was moderated by Stephen Tindale, Associ-

ate Fellow at the Centre for European Reform, United 

Kingdom. He believes that energy security is a crucial 
issue and renewable energy sources are therefore part of 
the answer, since fossil fuels are problematic in terms 
of air pollution. Tindale highlighted that not all new 
forms of energy are as desirable as solar, wind or hydro 
energy are.
Dr Doug Arent, Executive Director of the new Joint 

Institute for Strategic Energy Analysis, United States 

of America, stressed that energy policy is much more 
complex today than in the past, which must be taken 
in account when crafting policies. Energy can not be 
considered on its own but in connection to health and 
food as well as other policies. Achieving this is very chal-
lenging for politicians. The policies to address the issue 
of the transition to new, alternative energy have been 
embraced by more than 85 countries. He highlighted 
that these policies are nevertheless very broad and differ 
greatly among countries.
Arent wondered about the real possibility for transi-
tion to a low carbon economy in a state of increasing 
energy demand. In his opinion, these policies must be 
durable, consistent and flexible, but also transparent, 
which means predictable. Subsidies on competing tech-
nologies should be reduced so that competition is made 
fair. He also pointed out that technology innovation 
contributes to the use of renewables in transportation. 
In his opinion, this is the nexus that we now see across 

Stephen Tindale

TRANSITION  

TO NEW ENERGY

Panel E

Doug Arent

sectors, particularly in the electrification of transporta-
tion. He believes that there are strong synergies between 
the ‘good renewables’, but the energy infrastructure is 
extremely long lived and capital intensive. This transi-
tion to new energy paradigm (from liquid fuels) has to 
take place relative to all of the policy goals that we put 
in place and share collectively. But it will take a long 
time and we should not be overly optimistic, but also 
not overly impatient.
Ulrich Benterbusch, Director of Global Energy Dia-

logue, International Energy Agency, initially highlight-
ed that the ‘Global Energy Dialogue’ is a good example 
of how the IEA is reaching out to developing countries 
in order to help and support the necessary changes in 
the field of energy. The question of what kind of tech-
nology is needed for a revolution in the way we produce 
and consume energy is of great importance, since we 
want the world to stay on a sustainable path. He ex-
plained that if the world continued to use energy the 
way it does now, energy consumption will rise by 85% 
until 2050, causing a global temperature increase of 6 
degrees Celsius. He stressed that this is clearly not sus-
tainable, but the good news is that there are alternatives 
and they are implementable.
Benterbusch went on to say that an alternative scenario 
to halve the emissions by 2050 and keep the tempera-
ture increase in the range of 2–3 degrees is possible. This 
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would also greatly benefit energy security. To achieve 
this, the power sector should be decarbonised and re-
newables will have to account for 52% of all production 
by 2050. In the transportation sector that means that we 
need to foster the introduction of electric vehicles to re-
place fuel-burning vehicles. He concluded that a policy 
framework is important and OECD countries should 
be in the lead, although without the contribution of the 
developing countries the scenario is not attainable.
Dr Andrea Castronovo, President of BMW Group 

Central Eastern Europe, Germany, talked about his 
company, for which transition to a new energy means 
fostering a mobile future and a relationship with the en-
vironment. He said BMW’s core value is sustainability 
and explained that the automotive industry’s share in 
the total CO2 emissions is 5%. Moreover, the BMW 
group has been able to achieve a 25% cut in the CO2 
emission of its cars in the last ten years and it has been 
the only car maker to reach the self-imposed target re-
duction. The Group also plans a further reduction of 
25% by 2025. 
Castronovo furthermore declared that 5% accounts 
to sustainability in driving pleasure. BMW has been 
awarded as the most sustainable company in the auto-
mobile industry by the Dow Jones Sustainability Index. 
It also strives to produce cars in a more efficient way: it 
has lowered water consumption in car production, uses 

underground water to cool its offices in some locations 
and biomass to heat and provide energy to their plants 
in the US. He mentioned the concept of Efficient Dy-
namics, which is an innovation that only in 2008 re-
duced the quantity of fuel needed for a 2 year energy 
consumption of a city like Geneva. He concluded that 
it makes sense to have cars run on electricity when this 
electricity is not produced by coal, otherwise it is better 
if they run on petrol or diesel.
Dr Uroš Merc, President and Chief Executive  

Officer of BISOL, d.o.o., Slovenia, highlighted that 
it is a general misconception that solar energy is not 
very important because it is expensive. He explained 
that in November 2007, the European Commission 
proposed a Strategic Energy Technology (SET) Plan 
including the setting up of a Solar Europe Initiative 
(SEI), to be defined by the European Photovoltaic 
(PV) Industry. The biggest players of the photovol-
taic industry in Europe were gathered to determine 
the objectives and priorities of the policy, technology 
and communication fields defined by the PV Indus-
try. They tried to determine the potential capacity of 
the market, the main tasks, and the goals the industry 
wants to achieve. 
There are different price levels for different electricity 
consumers around the EU. With strong price decreas-
es of PV technology in recent years and increased elec-

tricity prices across Europe, PV markets are approach-
ing this key measure of competitiveness known as grid 
parity. With every doubling of production, the costs 
of solar energy drop by 22%. He therefore believes a 
point will soon be achieved when production of solar 
energy will become cheaper than electricity from the 
grid (the network system). That point will be reached 
at different times in different countries, he added. He 
stressed that all renewable energy sources should be 
developed simultaneously, but their goal is for solar 
to account for 12% of all production, something that 
the grid can well accept. There is also no technology 
breakthrough necessary, he concluded.
Dr Plínio M. Nastari, President and Founder of 

DATAGRO, Brazil, discussed the role of bio fuels, 
which he said had received some bad publicity because 
of confusion about ethanol and other sources. Produc-
tion of ethanol is nevertheless expanding very quickly: 
in the last decade, it has achieved growth levels of al-
most 40% per year, making it more important today 
than sugars. However, more than 77% of ethanol pro-
duction is still concentrated in the US and Brazil. In 
the latter, ethanol has substituted almost 50% of pet-
rol. Still, people elsewhere do not realise its potential 
and transformative power.
He explained that production of cane ethanol has grown 
three-fold in the past 35 years and still has the capacity 

to double in 10 to 15 years. The revenues from cane 
processing are ethanol, power and sugar. And this power 
is renewable, very clean and can be used for transporta-
tion. Ethanol is not only meant for transportation uses, 
since the achievements of cane ethanol in Brazil have 
been tremendous, also economically wise. He believes 
that the bed press for ethanol is the result of myths re-
garding bio fuels, misinformation and the lack of regu-
lation. Bio fuels should be considered a potential new 
source of energy. He hopes other countries will realise 
this, leading to diversification of production to places 
outside of Brazil and the US.

Andrea Castronovo Plínio M. Nastari

Ulrich Benterbusch Uroš Merc
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ing to international experts, numerous innovations and 
improvements have perfected the process of green en-
ergy production from biomass and put biogas power 
plants in the vanguard at the global level, she explained. 
Hudernik asserted that Keter Group is planning the 
production of bioethanol for its next project, since bio-
gas power plants enable passive production of green 
energy without greenhouse gas emissions. Moreover, 
the company is seeking to transfer its knowledge to the 
countries of the Western Balkans and has launched pi-
lot projects involving the construction of biogas power 
plants in Croatia, Serbia and Macedonia. She concluded 
that the Keter Group strongly believes in the develop-
ment of green energy as well as in the great development 
potential of the Western Balkans.
Peter Reiniger, Managing Director for Central and 

South Eastern Europe, European Bank for Recon-

struction and Development, believes that the future 
of the region depends on its ability to reconnect. The 
EBRD and its partners will continue to play an impor-
tant role in the development of transport, railway, en-
ergy and municipal infrastructure in the countries of the 
Western Balkans. In his opinion the prime motor is ac-
cession to the EU, which will bring about the harmoni-
sation of legislation in these countries. Reiniger went on 
to say that the countries of the Western Balkans are all 
too afraid to open the energy sector to private capital 

Peter Reiniger
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It goes without saying that modern infrastructure is cru-
cial to the development and prosperity of the Western 
Balkans. It is essential for free and efficient flow of goods, 
energy, trade and people. Because of the limited size of 
each Western Balkan country and the fragmentation 
of the economic space in the region, there is no other 
option but to embark on intense regional cooperation 
as the only realistic path to development. The Western 
Balkans, in its position between Europe and Asia, has 
always been a transit area - on maps, it is crossed by 
pan-European transport corridor X, but in reality the 
region still represents a black spot for modern transport 
connections, energy infrastructure and business coop-
eration. The numbers, on the other hand, speak for 
themselves: the EU is the region’s top trading partner, 
exporting EUR 32.5 billion of goods to the Western 
Balkans in 2008 and importing EUR 14 billion in the 
same period. The Western Balkan countries make up 
the best “compensation market” for the EU. The panel 
was moderated by Tim Judah, Balkans Correspondent 

for The Economist, United Kingdom.

The panel was opened by Jana Hudernik, Head of 

Strategic Planning at Keter Group, Slovenia. The com-
pany is specialised in the construction of biogas power 
plants, which are an excellent investment in the future 
and the company is therefore setting new standards for 
energy production from biodegradable waste. Accord-

Jana HudernikTim Judah
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tion. He explained that in this part of Europe no joint 
infrastructure projects have been carried out due to past 
problems between the countries. Transport ministers 
from the countries involved in the Brdo Process held 
their first regional meeting on 6 July 2010 in Zagreb, 
adopting a joint statement in which they expressed a 
commitment to developing transport infrastructure in 
the region in line with EU infrastructure demands. He 
sees a positive sign in the recent agreement among the 
Slovenian, Serbian and Croatian railways on the estab-
lishment of a joint railway company and Serbia’s interest 
in cooperation of the countries of the region in trans-
port, infrastructure projects and energy with an empha-
sis on the 10th Pan-European Corridor connecting the 
German and Turkish markets. Other countries have also 
expressed interest in cooperation, including Italy, Bul-
garia and some other countries of the Western Balkans, 
Vlačič announced. 
He believes that Slovenia made a mistake in the past 
by allocating the majority of public funds intended for 
infrastructure to the construction of motorways, which 
could also have been built through public-private part-
nerships. On the other, it failed to invest in railways, 
causing the Slovenian railway system to become out-
dated. Now, the renovation of railway infrastructure 
will be both costly and lengthy. It will require extensive 
funding, mostly from public sources. In view of this, the 

country is looking to attract foreign strategic partners, 
he concluded.
Prof Dr Nikola Rajaković, State Secretary at the Min-

istry of Mining and Energy of the Republic of Serbia, 
said that reconnecting the Balkans requires a shift in the 
paradigm of these countries, whose recent history has 
been marked by disintegration rather than integration. 
He underlined the possibilities in the field of strength-
ening cross-border energy connections (electricity grids 
and gas lines) and believes that opening of regional mar-
kets requires new electricity grids in all countries of the 
region.
In his introduction, Ambassador Vojko Volk, Former 

Western Balkan Coordinator at the Ministry of For-

eign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia and Ambas-

sador of the Republic of Slovenia to the Republic of 

Croatia in Zagreb, stressed that the EU and the United 
States show relatively little interest in the situation in the 
Western Balkans. Cooperation among countries of the 
region should be boosted by joint projects, primarily in 
the economic, transport and energy fields. With this in 
mind, Slovenia was the initiator of the Western Balkans 
Conference at Brdo pri Kranju, where the leaders of the 
countries of the region (in the absence of Serbian rep-
resentatives) adopted a declaration for strengthening of 
regional cooperation thereby launching what is known 
as the Brdo Process. He highlighted that the countries 

Mojmir Mrak Nikola Rajaković

Vojko VolkPatrick Vlačič

Aleš Hauc

and foreign investments due to the underlying fear that 
this would compromise energy security. However, they 
are highly interested in the construction of European 
railway corridors, while the energy sector is in need of 
improved competitiveness and better energy efficiency. 
In conclusion, he called for the connection of financial 
systems, promotion of local companies, and foreign di-
rect and cross-border investment.
Prof Dr Mojmir Mrak, Full Professor at the Faculty of 

Economics, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, asserted 
that the coming years will see a lack of public funding 
for all projects of establishing connections between the 
countries of the Western Balkans, since the countries 
will not be able to raise these funds on financial markets 
under favourable terms. He emphasised that due to the 
crisis, the economic situation in these countries is not 
the brightest and that high national debts are becom-
ing unsustainable. This begs the question about how 
projects will be financed in the futures. He concluded 
that the solution lies in assistance from international 
financial institutions as well as the region’s willingness 
to allow foreign direct investment to flow into certain 
sectors, foremost the energy sector.
Dr Patrick Vlačič, Minister of Transport of the Repub-

lic of Slovenia, underlined the significance of the Brdo 
Process launched by Slovenia in cooperation with Croa-
tia, whose aim is to promote closer regional coopera-

are already cooperating successfully and reconnecting 
in some other fields (sports, electricity grids), and that 
politicians will eventually have to follow. In conclusion, 
he said that the countries have to decide for themselves 
how quickly they want change to occur and what kind 
of future they are striving for.
Aleš Hauc, Director-General of Pošta Slovenije d.o.o., 

Slovenia, said that the postal sector in Europe is devel-
oping rapidly and the same applies to the region of the 
Western Balkans. In line with its strategy, Pošta Slovenije 
is entering foreign markets and expanding the range of 
products on offer in the region of the Western Balkans, 
where it has managed to launch numerous successful 
joint projects.

I
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As the world slowly pulls out of the most severe econom-
ic crisis since the Great Depression, questions concern-
ing a strong and sustainable recovery arise. It is already 
clear that the convalescence of the most advanced econ-
omies will not be as vigorous as that of emerging and 
developing economies. The fact that full recovery and 
long-term growth call for an innovative society applies 
to all. Research and innovation not only help to create 
more jobs, but also increase prosperity and the quality 
of life in general. By investing smart, governments can 
mitigate the effects of the crisis, boost recovery and thus 
enable strong and sustainable growth. Furthermore, the 
government and the public sector are important play-
ers, not only as rule-makers and service providers, but 
also as active innovators. After all, innovation is a key 
concept in achieving growth and addressing global chal-
lenges such as climate change, health, food security, and 
economic development.
Unfortunately, crisis and innovation are often conflicting 
terms. It seems that research and development (R&D) 
has become a luxury: during the recession, R&D expen-
ditures were among the first to be cut, venture capital 
became rare and FDI shrank significantly. It is up to the 
main players now (governments, enterprises and institu-
tions) to take full advantage of the situation by investing 
in innovation. And who will best use the potential of 
innovation in the current situation? The European In-

novation Scoreboard shows that the innovation gap be-
tween developed economies such as the US, Japan and 
the EU, and the rising superpowers, namely China and 
India, is closing. Furthermore, the EU’s catching-up 
with the world’s top innovative economies has recently 
flattened out despite persistent attempts to make Europe 
more dynamic and competitive. The non-pervasive state 
of the EU’s “innovation fitness” is also demonstrated by 
the fact that the world’s top innovative companies still 
lag behind the US and Japan. The panel was moderated 
by Maja Grgič, Journalist at Delo, Slovenia.

In his opening address, Ambassador Richard A. Bouch-

er, Deputy Secretary-General of the OECD, noted that 
in time of crisis it is very important to select carefully 
what and where to invest. Education should be the top 
priority, as it represents a good long-term investment, 
followed by carefully selected infrastructure, active la-
bour market, and innovation strategies. He stressed 
that an innovation-based economy must be founded 
on carefully chosen investments, positive reforms and 
strong support for innovation.
Andrew Wyckoff, Director for Science, Technology 

and Industry at the OECD, highlighted the dramatic 
changes in the innovation environment. Innovation is 
becoming increasingly open and shared with different 
partners. We are witnessing changes in the innovative 
environment topography, with China, India and Brazil 

Andrew Wyckoff

Richard A. BoucherMaja Grgič
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38 39

coming to the forefront, and cooperation being facili-
tated by information and communication technologies. 
Wyckoff emphasised the need for careful organisation 
of innovation structures, promotion of competitiveness 
and the channelling of ideas towards cheaper opera-
tion.
Janez Škrabec, Director of RIKO d.o.o., Slovenia, 
pointed to green technologies (eco-friendly, energy-
rich, natural materials) as one possible way out of the 
crisis. The central role in this will be played by SMEs, 
which must take risks and be prepared for gradual 
growth. He wondered how countries could compete 
with China? He believes that Slovenia, as a small coun-
try, must seize its advantages, such as cultural dialogue, 
mobility, democracy, creativity, and knowledge. RIKO 
aims to create a globally innovative and industrialised 
product which would also be recognised by interna-
tional strategic partners.
Dr Marko Jaklič, Chairman of the Expert Coun-

cil for Science and Technology of the Government 

of the Republic of Slovenia and Full Professor at 

the Faculty of Economics, University of Ljubljana, 

Slovenia, Full Professor at the Faculty of Economics, 
University of Ljubljana, believes that the main chal-
lenge during a global recession is to properly manage 
innovation related supply and demand. Innovation in 
his opinion changes society, however, the nature of the 

innovation environment itself has changed entirely. In 
the coming years, the US and China will remain world 
leaders in innovation aimed at the convergence of new 
technologies and advanced science as well as the con-
vergence of people who are collaborating in open in-
novation systems. He concluded that there is a need 
for supporting newcomers in this field, who are more 
radical innovators. He stressed that in the new globa-
lised world, localities still matter since they can attract 
creative innovation.

Marko Jaklič

Janez Škrabec

SELECTED KEYNOTE 

SPEAKERS 
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Welcome Address
Samuel Žbogar, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Slovenia

Samuel Žbogar, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Slovenia, stressed in his welcome address 
that the world has entered a new millennium and com-
pleted its first decennial. “How to proceed?” he asked. 
In his opinion it is hard to imagine that the issue of glo-
balisation has only been at the forefront of discussion for 
the past twenty years. He believes that today we are fully 
aware that the world is no longer a series of disparate 
parts, which was clearly demonstrated during the recent 
economic crisis. 
Žbogar considers that the role of the state has not been 
lessened. On the contrary, the wisdom of eminent states-
men can be used to effect the necessary reorganisation 
of the existing structures, which puts great responsibil-
ity upon decision makers at the highest levels.  He listed 
some of the many challenges of today’s and future world: 
war, famine, various diseases and epidemics, organised 
crime, violence in dangerous urban areas, the tumultu-
ous climate, the overexploitation of land, food crisis, wa-
ter challenge. He wondered what could be done by the 
eminent participants who gathered at the Bled Strategic 
Forum and what influence can they have. Žbogar believes 
that they must not lose sight of opportunities that the 
twenty first century is offering and that Bled Strategic 
Forum offers the chance to use diverse experience and 
knowledge to address these challenges.
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tellectual honesty, which is a starting point in any dis-
cussion about the global outlook for the next decade. 
Additionally, he also stressed that imagination is anoth-
er quality, seriously needed at this point in history to 
find solutions for the future. He paraphrased Timothy 
Williams, Oxford University professor, who explained 
how imagination represents an important ingredient of 
scientific and every other thinking and described the 
initiative of Brazil and Turkey on dealing with the nu-
clear issue of Iran, which gave rise to hope that met with 
realistic and well-meaning challenges. Türk furthermore 
reflected upon the issue of Afghanistan, where it should 
be taken into consideration that when moving a mili-
tary force to a distant country a strategist has to have an 
idea how to exit a situation. However, without strategy 
there is no exit, because leaving a country in chaos is 
not an exit and certainly is not a strategy. Türk believes 
that today it is a high time to seriously consider the 
exit strategy for Afghanistan with a carefully thought-
through system of measures to ensure that the ultimate 
result is stable and sustainable, involving all neighbour 
states and some other players. To be sure that such an 
agreement might be possible in the foreseeable future 
is a challenge for intellectuals and policy-makers in the 
audience, he added.
Türk in his conclusion tackled the challenge of the Eu-
ropean Union to be a global player, an issue that also 

requires imagination focused on a concept of partner-
ships. He emphasized that EU has to develop its part-
nerships with other players properly in order to be a 
significant and effective global player. New, fresh ideas 
are needed in his opinion, most importantly in relation 
to Russia, a major actor of the Eurasian area and global 
affairs.

Address by the Guest of Honour
Dr Danilo Türk, President of the Republic of 
Slovenia

Dr Danilo Türk, President of the Republic of Slo-

venia, emphasized that Bled Strategic Forum is a spe-
cial event in Slovenia since it brings together thinkers 
and decision-makers from Slovenia and from the world 
to discuss some of the most important and most press-
ing issues of today. He reflected upon the previous 
year’s Forum titled “The Politics of the Crisis” where 
the questions of politics of the crisis were at the centre 
of discussions. Türk stressed that at the time they be-
lieved the crisis brings opportunities. And among the 
optimistic thoughts was also the thought of the then 
nearing summit on global warming in Copenhagen and 
the expectations which were spread about the changes 
and reforms of the international financial system. In his 
opinion it can be clearly seen that many of those ex-
pectations have not materialised. Copenhagen summit 
was only a partial success and financial reforms, includ-
ing the reform of the quota system of the International 
Monetary Fund, have not yet occurred. Türk asked how 
is the world going to cope with this and how to make 
sure that the given answers are credible and realistic.  He 
mentioned the two upcoming summits on the Millen-
nium Development Goals and biodiversity and voiced 
his aspirations they will produce agreements which will 
generate real progress.  
Türk then expressed his hope in the collective brain-
power of people gathered at the Forum and their in-
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Speech by the Prime Minister  
of the Republic of Slovenia
Borut Pahor, Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Slovenia

Borut Pahor, Prime Minister of the Republic of 

Slovenia, assessed that financial crisis has sharpened 
all problems inherited from the previous century and 
wondered whether humanity will be able to overcome 
these problems. The international community has in 
the second half of the century developed new mecha-
nisms to protect peace, stability and security but there 
are no guarantees for life in peace, said Pahor. He 
stressed that it is important to consider the short term 
future of increasingly interdependent and connected 
world. The crisis has aggravated the existing conflicts 
and calls for relatively uniform and consistent response 
by the international community. He believes that we 
can only witness a very limited success of joint anti-
crisis policies within the EU. Unique characteristic of 
this crisis is that economy has never been so global. 
Since success of the joint policies is very limited, na-
tional governments are turning back to independent 
actions. This is in his opinion not necessarily a bad 
thing as long as they do not grow into security con-
flicts. He underlined that if Slovenia had failed at find-
ing a bilateral solution with neighbouring Croatia, the 
economic and social tensions in both countries would 
influence the whole Western Balkans and could grow 
into a security issue. 

Pahor believes that while the world is experiencing a 
global crisis the international community lacks ade-
quate mechanisms to put in place effective common 
anti-crisis policies. In the near future he expects to 
witness endeavours of individual governments for eco-
nomic recovery when instead common mechanisms 
should be strengthened and new ones developed. In 
his opinion there is a problem of two different con-
cepts of development; the concept of sustainable de-
velopment advocated by the modern world and the 
concept of the fast growing economies which put no 
greater attention to social development aspect or cli-
mate change aspect but only focus on the economic 
growth. Slovenia supports the European model, one 
of sustainable development and wishes to inspire dia-
logue and the relationship, not just economic but also 
political to deal with these two concepts. A proper so-
lution is needed to avoid conflicts and decision makers 
have a very dramatic role to inspire the dialogue. He 
concluded that Strategic Forum Bled offers a very good 
spot to exchange views about what is good and bad for 
the humanity. What is needed is also a small dose of 
optimism since problems can not be faced with fear. 
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At the outset of his address, former US Secretary of State 

Colin L. Powell expressed his thanks for the invitation to 
the Bled Strategic Forum; in his opinion, the past four years 
have rendered it one of the most visible forums, address-
ing topical international issues as well as the situation in the 
Western Balkans. He congratulated Slovenia on internal 
and foreign policy achievements and expressed his apprecia-
tion for its active role in the region of the Western Balkans. 
Regardless of its small size, Slovenia plays an important role 
on the international stage and is a member of international 
organisations, including NATO, the OECD and the EU. 
In his address he reminisced about how he started his mili-
tary career as a 21-year-old lieutenant. He described the 
situation in the former Soviet Union and China in detail, 
their different ideologies and the underlying morose and 
depressive atmosphere in the two countries. The temperate 
policy of containment avoided new world wars and suc-
cessfully solved regional conflicts (the Korean War), halting 
their further escalation. He also recalled Ronald Reagan’s 
administration, when he was the President's National Se-
curity Advisor, and the period 1989–1993, when he was 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. According to Powell, 
the fall of the Iron Curtain marked the end of the Cold 
War and heralded Europe’s liberty and prosperity. The fall 
of the Berlin Wall twenty years ago brought about a differ-
ent era that required the US foreign policy to adjust. Old 
enemies became new allies; we began sharing the same in-

terests and goals, including democracy, human rights and 
integration.
Powell recalled the year 2004. In his capacity as the Secretary 
of State, in Washington, the depository of the Washington 
Treaty, he received instruments of accession to NATO from 
seven heads of states, including the Slovenian Prime Min-
ister. In that time, Europe treaded an outstanding path in 
EU enlargement and the introduction of the single currency. 
As one of the greatest achievements of the united Europe, 
Powell underlined the creation of the Schengen Area. He 
congratulated Slovenia for the progress made from its inde-
pendence to its EU Council presidency and thanked for its 
active role in the region of the Western Balkans. 
Among topical subjects and challenges that the world is 
faced with today, Powell stressed terrorism. He remarked 
that in his opinion, terrorism is a lesser threat than for ex-
ample the Cold War, because terrorists do not kill people 
and knock down buildings with the purpose to kill or de-
stroy, but rather to terrorise and undermine the trust that 
the society system is able to stop them. He stressed that ter-
rorists despite all their activity cannot take away our values 
such as freedom and democracy.
In the context of regional conflicts, Powell highlighted 
Iraq, where a withdrawal of Allied Forces is under way. He 
pointed out the commitments made to Iraq by the inter-
national community and called upon countries to give the 
Iraqi people an opportunity to form a coalition govern-

He called for greater optimism in resolving issues. Prob-
lems should be viewed from the positive aspect; we should 
learn from the past. If the world was capable to successfully 
overcome the nuclear crisis during the Cold War, than we 
are able to solve existing problems as well, he believes. He 
is convinced that the driving force of the future resides in 
the creation of wealth, which encourages general progress. 
The key to assuring stability in the world is a stable global 
economy and the creation of new jobs needed to achieve 
human dignity. He placed stress on the issue of poverty. 
Its elimination requires stable economic systems, based on 
democratic values. He underlined the power of new tech-
nologies and the Internet as key elements of the future, 
pointed out the role of the energy sector, touched upon the 
importance of an adequate immigration policy of devel-
oped countries, faced with a low birth rate and underlined 
the necessity for a stronger intergenerational connection.
 The coming century will see a faster economic develop-
ment and several global challenges. The Bled Strategic 
Forum and other similar forums are of great importance 
for the development of dialogue and new ideas as well 
as responding to challenges. In his outline of the present 
situation in the world, he said that the world is no longer 
governed by superpowers, but is rather based on a part-
nership characterized by interdependence. Small countries 
such as Slovenia will play an increasingly important role in 
this world. 

ment without impediments. He underlined that Iraq is a 
lesson in democracy; as a result, we must be patient. The 
new government will have to assume responsibility to en-
sure security in the country.
In his opinion, Afghanistan is a more problematic case; 
it is a country that requires our assistance. Prior to the 
withdrawal of foreign armed forces members, the country 
needs to be politically, economically and socially stabilised 
for the hand-over of power and successful governance. He 
thanked Slovenia for its cooperation in Afghanistan. Its 
modest but important contribution is key in the light of 
active cooperation in the international community’s en-
deavours for the country’s stabilisation.
He continued by placing emphasis on the issue of the 
Iranian and North Korean nuclear programmes. He said 
that the two countries rather insist on their nuclear weap-
ons than foster social and economic development of their 
people. He believes that the countries would be better off 
cooperating with the international community.
He touched upon the situation in the Middle East and ex-
pressed hope that the coming direct negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians reach progress and an agreement 
that will enable a peaceful coexistence of both countries.
He also mentioned environmental issues and expressed his 
belief that the United States should assume the leading role 
in solving the issue of climate change, because he believes 
that changes in this field are necessary.

Keynote speaker at dinner
General Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.), former 
U.S. Secretary of State (2001-2005)
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Keynote address at lunch
Dr Ljubica Jelušič, Minister of Defence of the 
Republic of Slovenia

Dr Ljubica Jelušič, Minister of Defence of the Re-

public of Slovenia, wondered what it would be like 
to put all the experience of the Bled Strategic Forum’s 
participants together and help at least one failed state 
to recover. She stressed the importance of optimism 
regarding the economic crisis and recovery, which was 
mentioned by Prime Minister Pahor and very well de-
scribed in General Powel’s speech. He described 50 years 
of growing optimism but she nevertheless missed the 
mentioning of citizens of the poor world in his speech, 
those people that did not have the possibility to live the 
same peace as citizens of developed world. She therefore 
asked who is able to explain to these people what does 
the optimism stand for. Jelušič believes that most prob-
ably only the peacekeepers and other people, being de-
ployed to these countries by international organizations 
every year. They are trying to stop armed conflicts and 
trace standards of peace, consequently bringing some 
form of optimism to this part of the world. But how 
to proceed from this type of peace that is assured from 
military and policemen, she asked. Peace is not the op-
posite of war, she continued, it is a creation of better 
standards of living, education, water supply. 

The second dilemma that caught her attention during 
the discussions at the Bled Strategic Forum was the 
problem of social disintegration within our societies 
and disintegration on a global scale. She believes that 
we have answers to stop social disintegration and men-
tioned Dr Lučka Kajfež Bogataj, who devoted her work 
to educate people what climate change will bring in the 
future, Tanja Fajon, Slovenian MEP and rapporteur on 
visa liberalisation for Bosnia and Herzegovina and Al-
bania, who works for the young people to have the pos-
sibility to travel to foreign countries and Mjuša Sever, 
who is teaching women in Afghanistan about what de-
mocracy is. She stressed there are probably many more 
ladies at the Forum and in the world who are showing 
us the way how to do it. They know that the biggest 
potential is in those countries to which we would like 
to export our ideas and they also know that the biggest 
potential are women, concluded Jelušić. 
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Closing remarks
Samuel Žbogar, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Slovenia

In his closing remarks Samuel Žbogar, Minister of For-
eign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia, highlighted 
that the conference offered many intensive discussions 
and innovative ideas as well as many great opportu-
nities for meeting new people and hearing different 
standpoints. 
Žbogar devoted his closing remarks to wrap all the 
panels of the Forum. With regard to the Main Panel 
“Global Outlook for the Next Decade” panellists in 
his opinion agreed that the international cooperation 
should be strengthened in order to effectively adapt 
the global society to challenges and issues ahead.  Fur-
thermore, the importance of stronger political integra-
tion was also the focus of the Special Panel “EU in a 
Multipolar World” about the future role of the EU. 
To achieve this, courage of national capitals is strongly 
needed for EU to play a more active role in global so-
ciety. 
In the Night Owl Session “Innovation on the Rebound 
from the Economic Crisis” panellists agreed that inno-
vation is crucial for a successful exit from economic 
downturn. They stressed the importance of research 
and development but also of the education. Well cho-
sen investments play a major role in economic recovery, 
asserted Žbogar. He continued with the Panel A titled 
“Trust (in) the Balkans” in which panellists confirmed 
that strong political will is necessary for strengthening 

the trust in the region and they also demonstrated con-
sciousness about the role of good neighbourly relations 
for the development of the region and its European 
future. 
Žbogar believes that the topic of water challenge is very 
complex since it covers different fields of global chal-
lenges, from human security to sustainable develop-
ment. Interdisciplinary approach is therefore vital for 
more efficient global water management as well as the 
establishment of new policies. With regard to Panel C 
titled “The Internet does Change Everything!” Žbogar 
outlined that only the pace of these changes differs 
across the globe and that the interactive debate re-
vealed the importance of education and critical think-
ing for the leaders of the future. In view of “Regional 
Security Challenges and Cooperation in Central Asia” 
he stated that the importance of this region will in-
crease due to its vast natural resource, however, lack of 
attention hinders EU in its dealing with issues in the 
region. Regarding “Transition to New Energy” panel-
lists were in agreement that the increased demand for 
energy will require innovative solutions and that cre-
ation of a low-carbon economy is essential for reduc-
ing carbon emissions as well as for assuring long term 
energy security. For green economy to become reality, 
innovations and technology must be matched by po-
litical incentives. With relation to “Reconnecting Bal-

kans: Business, Energy, Transport” Žbogar stated that 
this was another panel focusing on the importance of 
bridging the distances between the states. If the Trust 
panel talked about bringing people closer in symbolic 
way, this panel has spoken about bringing them closer 
in a concrete way.
At the end he thanked all the panellists, speakers and 
moderators for wide range of differing points of views 
and ideas to think about. He sincerely hopes that it 
will be possible to use some of these great ideas in the 
future endeavours.
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Sunday, 29 August
15:00-15:30 Opening of the Bled Strategic Forum 

 Welcome Address:  

 H. E. Mr Samuel Žbogar, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia 
 Mayor’s Welcome: 
 Mr Janez Fajfar, Mayor of Bled 
 Address by the Guest of Honour: 
 H. E. Dr Danilo Türk, President of the Republic of Slovenia 
 Speech by the Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia: 
 H. E. Mr Borut Pahor, Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia 
 Moderated by:

 Ms Miriam Možgan, Secretary General of the Bled Strategic Forum 
 Festival Hall Bled, Cesta svobode 11, Bled

15:30-17:30 Main Panel

 “Global Outlook for the Next Decade” 

 Chaired by:

 H. E. Mr Samuel Žbogar, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia
 Message from:

 Mr Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations, delivered by Mr 
Ján Kubiš, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe 

 Followed by the statements of:

 1. H. E. Mr Yves Leterme, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Belgium 
 2. H. E. Mr Amre Moussa, Secretary-General of the League of the Arab States 
 3. H. E. Ms Preneet Kaur, Minister of State for External Affairs of the 

Republic of India 

 4. Ambassador Antonio de Aguiar Patriota, Deputy Minister of Foreign  
Affairs of the Federative Republic of Brazil

 Festival Hall Bled, Cesta svobode 11, Bled

17:30-19:15 Special Panel: 

 “EU in a Multipolar World” 

 Moderated by:

 Ms Helga Maria Schmid, Director of the Policy Unit of the General Secretariat 
of the Council of the European Union 

 Panelists: 

 1. The Honourable Peter Gordon MacKay, Minister of National Defence of Canada 
 2. H. E. Dr János Martonyi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Hungary
 3. H. E. Mr Nickolay Mladenov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 

Bulgaria 
 4. Mr Felipe González Márquez, Former Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Spain 

and Chair of the Reflection Group 
 5. Mr Jean-Dominique Giuliani, Company Manager – Chairman of the Board  

of the Foundation Robert Schuman, France 
 6. Ambassador Mei Zhaorong, Executive Director of China Foundation for 

International Studies, China
 Festival Hall Bled, Cesta svobode 11, Bled

19:30-22:00 Dinner by invitation only 

 Keynote speaker: 

 General Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.), former U.S. Secretary of State (2001-2005)
 Grand Hotel Toplice, Cesta svobode 12, Bled 

19:30-22:00 Networking reception 

 Festival Hall Bled, Cesta svobode 11, Bled

PROGRAMME
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22:15-00:00 Night Owl Session: “Innovation on the Rebound from the Economic 

Crisis” Co-organised with the OECD

 Moderated by: 

 Ms Maja Grgič, Journalist at Delo, Slovenia 
 Keynote speaker: 

 Ambassador Richard A. Boucher, Deputy Secretary-General of the OECD 
 Panelists: 

 1. Mr Andrew Wyckoff, Director for Science, Technology and Industry at the OECD 
 2. Dr Marko Jaklič, Chairman of the Expert Council for Science and Technology 

of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia and Full Professor at the Faculty 
of Economics, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia 

 3. Mr Janez Škrabec, Director of Riko d.o.o., Slovenia
 Jupiter Hall, Ground Floor, Golf Hotel Bled, Bled

Monday, 30 August
09:00-11:00 Parallel Panels A/B

 Panel A: “Trust (in) the Balkans”

 Moderated by: 

 Mr Zoran Thaler, Member of the European Parliament 
 Panelists: 

 1. H. E. Mr Sven Alkalaj, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 2. H. E. Mr Gordan Jandroković, Minister of Foreign Affairs and European 

Integration of the Republic of Croatia
 3. Dr Besim Beqaj, Minister for European Integration of the Republic of Kosovo
 4. Mr Daniel Serwer, Vice-President of Centers of Innovation, United States 

Institute of Peace, United States of America 
 Jupiter Hall, Ground Floor, Golf Hotel Bled, Bled

 Panel B: “The Water Challenge”

 Moderated by: 

 Mr R. Andreas Kraemer, Director of the Ecologic Institute, Germany 
 Panelists: 

 1. Dr Janez Potočnik, European Commissioner for the Environment 
 2. Mr Jorge Borges, State Secretary of Foreign Affairs at the Ministry  

of Foreign Affairs, Co-operation and Communities of Cape Verde
 3. Dr Kerri-Ann Jones, Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Oceans and 

International Environmental and Scientific Affairs, U.S. Department  
of State, United States of America  

 4. Prof Dr Francisco Nunes Correia, Former Minister of Environment and 
Spatial Planning of the Portuguese Republic and Full Professor at IST - 
DECivil, Portugal 

 5. Prof Dr Lučka Kajfež Bogataj, Professor at the Biotechnical Faculty, 
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia 

 6. Dr John H. Matthews, Lead Freshwater Adaptation Scientist at World 
Wildlife Fund, United States of America

 Jupiter Hall, Ground Floor, Golf Hotel Bled, Bled

11:15-13:15 Parallel Panels C/D

 Panel C: “The Internet does Change Everything!”

 Moderated by: 

 Ms Katarina Škoberne, Communicator and Innovator, United Kingdom 
 Panelists: 

 1. Dr József Györkös, State Secretary at the Ministry of Higher Education, 
Science and Technology of the Republic of Slovenia 

 2. Ms Dunja Mijatović, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media 

 3. Mr Andrej Nabergoj, Co-founder of Internet Companies: Aventures, 
Parsek, Httpool, Easyweb and Noovo, Slovenia 

 4. Prof Dr Žiga Turk, Secretary-General of the Reflection Group 
 5. Mr David Kennedy, Director of Eurescom, Germany 
 5. Mr Zoran Vehovar, Member of the Management Board of Telekom 

Slovenije, d. d., Slovenia
 Jupiter Hall, Ground Floor, Golf Hotel Bled, Bled

 Panel D: “Regional Security Challenges and Cooperation in Central Asia”

 Moderated by: 

 Mrs Mjuša Sever, Director of Regional Dialogue 
 Panelists: 

 1. Mr Konstantin Zhigalov, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan 

 2. Mr Ján Kubiš, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe 

 3. Mr Goran Svilanović, Co-ordinator of OSCE Economic and 
Environmental Activities 

 4. Dr Boris Frlec, Ambassador, Head of the OSCE/ODIHR Referendum 
Observation Mission in Kyrgyz Republic 

 5. Mr Alain Délétroz, Vice President (Europe) at the International Crisis 
Group, Belgium

 Jupiter Hall, Ground Floor, Golf Hotel Bled, Bled

13:30-15:00 Keynote address and Lunch 

 Keynote address: 

 Dr Ljubica Jelušič, Minister of Defence of the Republic of Slovenia 
 Golf Restaurant, Ground Floor, Golf Hotel Bled, Bled
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 4. Mr Aleš Hauc, Director-General of Pošta Slovenije d.o.o., Slovenia 
 5. Mr Peter Reiniger, Managing Director for Central and South Eastern 

Europe, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
 6. Ms Jana Hudernik, Head of Strategic Planning at Keter Group, Slovenia
 7. Prof Dr Mojmir Mrak, Full Professor at the Faculty of Economics, 

University of Ljubljana, Slovenia
 Jupiter Hall, Ground Floor, Golf Hotel Bled, Bled 

17:30-17:45 Closing of the Bled Strategic Forum

 Closing remarks by: 

 H. E. Mr Samuel Žbogar, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Slovenia

 Jupiter Hall, Ground Floor, Golf Hotel Bled, Bled 

15:30-17:30 Parallel Panels E/F

 Panel E: “Transition to New Energy”

 Moderated by: 

 Mr Stephen Tindale, Associate Fellow at the Centre for European Reform, 
United Kingdom 

 Panelists: 

 1. Dr Doug Arent, Executive Director of the new Joint Institute for Strategic 
Energy Analysis, United States of America 

 2. Mr Ulrich Benterbusch, Director of Global Energy Dialogue, 
International Energy Agency 

 3. Dr Andrea Castronovo, President of BMW Group Central Eastern 
Europe, Germany  

 4. Dr Uroš Merc, President and Chief Executive Officer of BISOL, d.o.o., 
Slovenia 

 5. Dr Plínio M. Nastari, President and Founder of DATAGRO, Brazil
 Jupiter Hall, Ground Floor, Golf Hotel Bled, Bled

 Panel F: “Reconnecting Balkans: Business, Energy, Transport” 

 Moderated by: 

 Mr Tim Judah, Balkans Correspondent for The Economist, United Kingdom
 Panelists: 

 1. Dr Patrick Vlačič, Minister of Transport of the Republic of Slovenia 
 2. Prof Dr Nikola Rajaković, State Secretary at the Ministry of Mining and 

Energy of the Republic of Serbia 
 3. H. E. Mr Vojko Volk, Former Western Balkan Coordinator at the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia and Ambassador of the 
Republic of Slovenia to the Republic of Croatia in Zagreb

PARTICIPANTS
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Spica A. TUTUHATUNEWA, First Secretary for Political Affairs, Embassy of the 
Republic of Indonesia in Vienna, Austria; Helen, ABU JURJI,Office of the Director-
General at the OPEC Fund for International Development, Austria; Matej ACCETTO, 

Facutly of Law, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia; Oscar ACUNA, Embassy of Costa 
Rica to the Republic of Slovenia in Vienna, Austria; Adedotun ADEPOJU, Chargé 
d'affaires of the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Nigeria in Budapest, Hungary; 
Jasminka AJANOVIĆ, Advisor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina; H.E. Mr Suleiman AL-HERBISH, Director-General of the OPEC Fund 
for International Development, Austria; H.E. Mr Sven ALKALAJ, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina; Jože ANDERLIČ, General Manager, Kranjska 
Investicijska Družba d.o.o., Slovenia; Iva ANTONČIČ, Project coordinator, Foundation 
TOGETHER - Regional Centre for the Psychosocial Wellbeing of Children, Slovenia; 
Dr Doug ARENT, Executive Director of the new Joint Institute for Strategic Energy 
Analysis, United States of America; Djem ARUCH, Member of the Minister's Cabinet, 
Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning, Macedonia; Miha AŽMAN, General 
Manager, BMW Group Slovenija; Gorazd AŽMAN, General Manager, BSP SouthPool, 
Slovenia; Peter BAJEC, Cabinet of the Prime Minister, Slovenia, Dr Peter BALOH, 

Member of the Board, BISOL d.o.o., Slovenia; Aleš BALUT, Head of ICL Section at 
the Political Department of EUSR in BiH/OHR for BiH, Bosnia and Herzegovina; 
H.E. Ms Débora BARENBOIM, Ambassador of the Federative Republic of Brazil in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia; Ylber BATALLI, Personal Assistant to Mr Gjukaj of Kosovo Energy 
Corporation J.s.c., Kosovo; H.E. Ms Darja,BAVDAŽ KURET, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Slovenia in Hungary; Dr Anton,BEBLER, Professor at the Faculty of Social 
Sciences, University of Ljubljana,Slovenia; Tom BEGOVIČ, Co-founder of Keter 
Group, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Zdravko BEGOVIĆ, Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
to the Republic of Slovenia in Ljubljana; Dragoljuba BENČINA, State Secretary, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia; Andrej BENEDEJČIČ, Director-General for 

Global Issues and Multilateral Political Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia; 
Christopher BENNETT, Deputy High Reprsentative of the Office of the High 
Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina; Ulrich BENTERBUSCH, Director of the 
Global Energy Dialogue, International Energy Agency, France; Dr Besim BEQAJ, 
Minister of European Integration, Kosovo; H.E. Mr Anton BERISHA, Ambassador of 
the Republic of Kosovo in Ljubljana, Slovenia; H.E. Dr Svjetlan BERKOVIĆ, 

Ambassador of the Republic of Croatia in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Štefan BERTONCELJ, 

Domel d.d., Slovenia; Polonca BEVC, International Cooperation Advisor at the 
Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; Xiaochun BIAN, Vice-Director at the Development 
Research Center of the State Council, China; Hido BIŠČEVIĆ, Secretary General, 
Regional Cooperation Council, Bosnia and Herzegovina; Miloš BIZJAK, Ministry of 
Defence, Slovenia; Dennis BLEASE, Deputy Director CSSM, Cranfield University, 
United Kingdom; Prof. Ph.D. Samo BOBEK, Dean of the University of Maribor, 
Faculty of Economics and Business, Slovenia; Janez,BOJC, President of the Board, KD 
Kapital d.o.o., Slovenia; Philip BOKOV, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
at the Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria to the Republic of Slovenia in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia; Denis BOLČINA, Co-founder of Keter Group, Slovenia; Kristina BOLE, 

Policy Assistant, European Commission, Belgium; Jorge Alberto da Silva BORGES, 

State Secretary of Foreign Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Co-operation and 
Communities of Cape Verde, Cape Verde; Marko BOŠTJANČIČ, Member of the 
Management Board, Telekom Slovenije,d.d., Slovenia; Richard A. BOUCHER, 

Ambassador, Secretary-General, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, France; Madeleine BOUCHER, Accompanying person to Mr Richard 
Boucher, United States; H.E. Mr Thomas Francis BRADY, Ambassador of Ireland in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia; Goran BRANKOVIČ, General Manager, Slovenske železnice d. o. 
o., Slovenia; Nastja BRATOŠ, Member, United Nations Association of Slovenia; 
Valentina BRDNIK, Head of Sales, Radenska d.d., Slovenia; Carolyn BREHM, Vice 

President, Global Government Relations, Procter & Gamble, United States; Robert 

BREZOVNIK, Partner, Valleynei Innovations, Private Investment and R&D group, 
Slovenia; Dr Milan BRGLEZ, Chair on International Relations, Faculty of Social 
Sciences, Slovenia; Mitja BRICELJ, President, International Commission for the 
Protection of the Danube Rive, Austria; Maja BRIŠKI, Adviser, National Assembly of 
the Republic of Slovenia, Slovenia; Dr Predrag BUBALO, Executive director, ConTim 
Business Consulting Agency, Serbia; Dr Maja BUČAR, Associate Professor, Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Slovenia; Barbara BULC, President, Global Development, Switzerland; 
Goran BULDIOSKI, Director, Open Society Institute - Think Tank Fund, Hungary; 
H.E. Mr Werner BURKART, Ambassador of the Republic of Germany to the Republic 
of Slovenia in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Dr Werner BURKART, Deputy Director General, 
International Atomic Energy Agency, Austria; Dušan BUŠEN, Managing Director, 
Automotive Cluster of Slovenia, Slovenia; Lars Vilhelm CANTELL, Chargé d'affaires 
a.i. at the Embassy of the Republic of Finland in Ljubljana, Slovenia;  Dr Andrea 

CASTRONOVO, President of BMW Group Central Eastern Europe, Germany; 
Mihael CIGLER, Chief Executive Officer, Cigler & Partners s.p.r.l., Belgium; Richard 

COHEN, Senior Defence Advisor to the Minister, Canadian Department of National 
Defence, Canada; Anton COLARIČ, Member of the National Assembly of the Republic 
of Slovenia; Dr Francisco CORREIA, Former Minister of Environmental and Spatial 
Planning of the Portuguese Republic and Full Professor at IST-DECivil, Portugal; H.E. 

Mr Dionyssios COUNDOUREAS, Ambassador of Greece to the Republic of Slovenia 
in Ljubljana;  Dunja ČEBULJ ISTENIČ, Undersecretary, Ministry of Defence, 
Slovenia; Brina ČERNETIČ, Adviser to the Board, Diners Club, Slovenia; Damir 

ČRNČEC, Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; Dr Darko DAROVEC, Director, University 
of Primorska, Science and Research Centre of Koper, Slovenia; Alain DÉLÉTROZ, 

Vice President (Europe) at  the International Crisis Group, Belgium; H.E. Ms Ana 

Teresa DENGO, Ambassador, Embassy of Costa Rica to the Republic of Slovenia in 

Vienna, Austria; Ekrem DENIZ, Founder, East West Studies, Turkey; Tamara 

DERMAN ZAGRAVEC, Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; Simona DIMIC, Cabinet of 
the Prime Minister, Slovenia; Dr Vlado DIMOVSKI, Full Professor, Faculty of 
Economics, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia; René DINESEN, Director - strategy and 
policy planning, Ministry of Foreing Affairs of Denmark, Denmark; Dragana 

DJURICA, Economic Counsellor, Embassy of the Republic of Serbia, Slovenia; Dr 

Momir DJUROVIĆ, President, Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and Arts, 
Montenegro; Roman DOBNIKAR, Member of the Management Board, PETROL 
d.d., Slovenia; Andreja DOLNIČAR JERAJ, Program Director, Centre for European 
Perspective, Slovenia; Giorgio DOMINESE, Director, Central and Eastern European 
University Network, Italy; Dina DOUAY, Head of European Affairs Section, League of 
Arab States, Arab Republic of Egypt; H.E. Mr Jos DOUMA, Ambassador, Embassy of 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Marijo DRAGUN, Spokesman 
of the Ministry, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of 
Croatia, Croatia; Simona DRENIK, Head of International Law Department, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia, Slovenia; Dušan DROFENIK, President 
& Chief Executive Officer, Banka Celje d.d., Slovenia; Marjan EBERLINC, General 
Director, Geoplin plinovodi d.o.o., Slovenia; Jean EBLING, Administrative Assistant, 
Embassy of the Federative Republic of in Ljubljana, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Mahmoud 

Hassan ELAMIN, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Embassy of the 
Republic of Sudan to the Republic of Slovenia in Vienna, Austria; Patricia ELLIS, 

President, Women's Foreign Policy Group, United States; H.E. Mr Louis ENGELEN, 

Ambassdor of the Kingdom of Belgium in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Alenka ERMENC, 

Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; Janez FAJFAR, Mayor of the Municipality of Bled, 
Slovenia; Tanja FAJON, Member of the European Parliament, Slovenia; H.E. Mr 

Ahmed FAROUK, Ambassador of Arab Republic of Egypt, Slovenia; Sergio FARRÉ 

SALVA, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Spain, Slovenia; Raphael FERREIRA, 
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Chancellery Official, Embassy of the Federative Republic of Brazil in Ljubljana, Slovenia; 
Tatjana FINK, General Manager of TRIMO, d.d., Slovenia; Carolina FONSECA, 

Attaché, Embassy of Federative Republic of Brazil, Slovenia; Mateja FORŠTNARIČ, 

SEE Region Head, Associate Principal, Heidrick & Struggles, Austria; Nikolaos 

FOUYAS, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Greece to the Republic of Slovenia in 
Ljubljana; Tomaž FRELIH, Director of Simgularis, Slovenia; Dr Hans FRIEDERICH, 

Regional Director, Pan-Europe, International Union for Conservation of Nature, 
Switzerland; Dr Boris FRLEC, Ambassador, Head of the OSCE/ODRIH Referendum 
Observation Mission in Kyrgyz Republic, Kyrgyzstan; Goran GAČNIK, Deputy 
Director, International Trust Fund for Demining and Mine Victims Assistance (ITF), 
Slovenia; Pavel GANTAR, President, National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia, 
Slovenia; Michael GAPES, Member of Foreign Affairs Committee, UK Parliament, 
United Kingdom; Armando GARCÍA SCHMIDT, Project Manager, Bertelsmann 
Stiftung, Germany; Dr Rado GENORIO, State Secretary, Cabinet of the Prime 
Minister, Slovenia; Gordana GENC, Head of the Minister's Office, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of Croatia; Katja GERŠAK, Adviser 
to the Director of Pristop Group d.o.o., Slovenia; Jurij GIACOMELLI, President of the 
Management Board, Delo, d.d., Slovenia; Alex GIACOMELLI DA SILVA, Advisor to 
the Brazilian Vice- Minister of Foreign Relations, Brazilian Ministry of External 
Relations, Brazil; Jean-Dominique GIULIANI, Company Manager-Chairman of the 
Foundation Robert Schuman, France; Arben GJUKAJ; Chief Executive Officer - CEO, 
Kosovo Energy Corporation J.s.c., Kosovo; Goce GLIGOROV, Chief Executive Officer, 
GG Skupina/Genting, Slovenia; Jean-Francois GODBOUT, Military Assistant, 
Canadian Department of National Defence, Canada; Ladeja GODINA KOŠIR, 

Marketing Director, Delo d.d., Slovenia; Blaž GOLOB, Director, Center for 
eGovernance Development for SEE, Slovenia; Octavio Bento GOMES, Counsellor, 
Embassy of the Republic of Cape Verde in Brussels, Belgium; Felipe GONZÁLEZ 

MÁRQUEZ, Former Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Spain and Chair of the 
Reflection Group, Reflection Group; Vadim GORELOV, Minister Counsellor, Deputy 
Head of Mission, Embassy of the Russian Federation, Russia; Katja GORŠEK, Head of 
Public Relations, BISOL, d.o.o., Slovenia; Ladislav GRABER, Ministry of Defence, 
Slovenia; Michael GRANT, Director General, Canadian Department of National 
Defence, Canada; Miroslav GREGORIČ, Section Head, International Atomic Energy 
Agency, Austria; Klemen GREMENŠEK, Advisor to the Minister, Ministry of the 
Environment and Spatial Planning, Slovenia; Maja GRGIČ, Journalist at Delo d.d., 
Slovenia; Vitja GRIČAR, Partner, MI 4 d.o.o., Slovenia; Mojca GRILC ROPRET, 

Assistant to Zoran Thaler, Member of the European Parliament, Slovenia; Dr Klemen 

GROŠELJ, Teching Assistant, Faculty of Social Sciences, Slovenia; Boris GUID, 

Undersecretary, Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; H.E. Mr István GYARMATI, 

President&CEO, International Center for Democratic Transition, Hungary; Dr József 

GYÖRKÖS, State Secretary, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Tehnology, 
Slovenia; Emina HADŽIĆ, Director, Institute Krog - Education, Development, 
Charity, Slovenia; Emil HASANOV, Chargé d'Affaires a.i., Embassy of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan to the Republic of Slovenia, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Bahtijors HASANS, 

Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Latvia to the Republic of Slovenia in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia; Mr Marcelo HASUNUMA, Diplomat, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, 
Brazil; Aleš HAUC, Director-General of Pošta Slovenije d.o.o., Slovenia; Karel 

HEEMSKERK, Canadian Defence Attaché, Embassy of Canada in Budapest, Hungary; 
Dr Thomas HELD, Director, Avenir Suisse, Switzerland; Suzanne HILL, Chief 
Executive Officer, Handel Export Consulting, United Kingdom; Dr Mario HIRSCH, 

Director, Institut Pierre Werner, Luxembourg; Iztok HOČEVAR, Director's Adviser 
for International Relations, International Trust Fund for Demining and Mine Victims 
Assistance, Slovenia; Chris HODGE, Deputy Head of Mission, British Embassy 
Zagreb, Croatia; Klemen HORVAT, Cabinet of the Prime Minister, Slovenia; Marina 

HRISTEVA, Director Clients Relations, Bulgaria Economic Forum, Bulgaria; Miran 

HRŽENJAK, Managing Director, Keter Group, Slovenia; Marjan HUČ, Platform 
coordinator / Director, SLOGA - Slovenian NGDO platform for development 
cooperation and humanitarian aid, Slovenia; Jana HUDERNIK, Head of Strategic 
Planning, Keter Group, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Rashid IBRAYEV, Ambassador, Embassy of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan in Budapest, Hungary; Naser IDRIZI, First Secretary, 
Embassy of the Republic of Kosovo, Slovenia; Alina INAYEH, Director, German 
Marshall Fund, Black Sea Trust, Romania; Frymëzim ISUFAJ, Senior Political Advisor, 
Ministry of European Integration, Kosovo; Aljoša IVANČIČ, Vice President, COMITA 
d.d., Slovenia; Zvonko IVANUŠIČ, Chairman of the Board of Management, 
Pozavarovalnica Sava, d.d., Slovenia; Mirko IVKOVIĆ IVANDEKIĆ, Head of Trading 
Floor, Rudnap Group AD, Serbia; Fatmir IZAIRI, Mayor of Municipality of Zhelino; 
Makoto IZAKURA, Chargé d'affaires a.i., Embassy of Japan in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Dr 

Mazhar İZMIROĞLU, Honorary Consul, Izmir Consulate, Turkey; Ambassador 

Victor JACKOVICH, President of Jackovich International, United States; Dr Marko 

JAKLIČ, Chairman of the Expert Council for Science and Technology of the 
Government of the republic os Slovenia and Full Professor at the Faculty of Economics, 
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia; Dr Nexhati JAKUPI, Minister of Environment and 
Physical Planning of the Republic of Macedonia, Macedonia; Dr Janko JAMNIK, 

Director, National Institute of Chemistry, Slovenia; Simon JAN, Chief Executive 
Officer, Energoplan d.d., Slovenia; H.E. Mr Gordan JANDROKOVIĆ, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of Croatia; Zmago JELINČIČ 

PLEMENITI, Member of Parliament, Leader of the Slovenian National Party Deputy 
Group, Member of the Committee on Foreign Policy, National Assembly of the Republic 
of Slovenia; Mitja JELNIKAR, Chief Sales Officer, Iskratel d.o.o., Slovenia; Dr Ljubica 

JELUŠIČ, Minister of Defence of the Republic of Slovenia; Runar JENSEN, Chargé 
d'affaires a.i., Embassy of the Kingdom of Norway in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Andreja 

JERINA, State Secretary, Government Office for Development and European Affairs, 
Slovenia; Aleksej JERMAN BLAŽIČ, Chief Executive Officer, SETCCE, Slovenia; 
Borka JERMAN-BLAŽIČ, Head of Laboratory, Full Professor, Laboratory for Open 
Systems and Networks, Jozef Stefan Institute, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Jayakar JEROME, 

Ambassador of India to the Republic of Slovenia in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Jožef 

JEROVŠEK, Member of Parliament, Chair of the Committee on Defence, Member of 
the Committee on Foreign Policy, National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia; Ivan 

JERZEČIĆ, Second Secretary, Embassy of the Republic of Croatia in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia; Dr Marko JESENŠEK, Dean, Faculty of Arts, University of Maribor, Slovenia; 
Milan JEVŠENAK, Director, Elektro-Slovenija, d.o.o., Slovenia; Gašper JEŽ,  Director 
a.i., Centre for International Cooperation and Development, Slovenia; Pascale 

JOANNIN, Director General, Robert Schuman Foundation, France; Dr Kerri-Ann 

JONES, Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Oceans and International  Environmental 
and Scientific Affairs, U.S. Department of State, United States of America; Timothy 

JUDAH, Balkans Correspondent for The Economist, United Kingdom; Dr Miran 

JUS, Executive Director for Structured Financing, KORONA d.d., Slovenia; Saud 

KABLI, Cabinet of the Secretary General, League of Arab States, Egypt; Jelko,KACIN, 

Member of the European Parliament, Slovenia; Dr Lučka KAJFEŽ BOGATAJ, 

Professor, Biotechnical Faculty of the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia; Nebojša 

KALUDJEROVIĆ, Deputy Minister, Head of the Department for Multilateral 
Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Montenegro; H.E. Mr Derya KANBAY, 

Ambassador of Republic of Turkey, Slovenia; Dr Nargis KASSENOVA, Assistant 
Professor, Kazakhstan Institute of Management, Economics and Strategic Research, 
Kazakhstan; Umit KASUM, Chargé d'Affaires, Embassy of the Republic of Macedonia 
to the Republic of Slovenia in Ljubljana; H.E. Mr Piotr KASZUBA, Ambassador, 
Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Preneet KAUR, Minister of 
External Affairs of India; Blaž KAVČIČ, President, The National Council of the 
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Republic of Slovenia, Slovenia; Igor KENDA, General Manager, DCC d.o.o., Slovenia; 
David KENNEDY, Director of Eurescom, Germany; Savo KENTERA, President, 
Euro-Atlantic Council of Montenegro, Montenegro; Maja KEZUNOVIČ KRAŠEK, 

Political Assistant, European Parliament, Slovenia; Mateja KIRN, Senior Advisor, 
Ministry of Defence of Slovenia; Janja KLASINC, Member of Parliament, Chair of the 
Committee of Foreign Policy, National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia; Elvin 

KLOBAS, Executive Director, Centre for European Perspective, Slovenia; Marjan 

KOLAR, Co-founder, Keter Group, Slovenia; Jana KOLAR, Director General of the 
Science Directorate, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology, Slovenia; 
Janez KOPAČ, Director General, Ministry of the Economy, Slovenia; Slavko KORČE, 

Ministry of Defence, Slovenia, Darijan KOŠIR, Director, The Government 
Communication Office, Slovenia; Blaž KOŠOROK, Director, TE-TOL, d.o.o., 
Slovenia; Hemant Harishchandra KOTALWAR, Director, Ministry of External Affairs 
of India; H.E. Mr Sandër KOVAÇI, Ambassador of the Republic of Albania in 
Ljubljana; Igor KOVAČ, President of the Slovenian Paneuropean youth, Slovenian 
Paneuropean Movement, Slovenia; Matjaž,KOVAČIČ, President of the Management 
Board of Nova KBM d.d., Slovenia; Matjaž KOVAČIČ, Sales Manager, Energetika.net, 
Slovenia; Dr Davorin KRAČUN, Professor, Faculty of Economics and Business of the 
University of Maribor, Slovenia; R. Andreas KRAEMER, Director of the Ecologic 
Institute, Germany; Gregor KRAJC, Coordinator, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia; 
Brane KRAJNIK, Chief Executive Officer, The Slovenia Times, Slovenia; Nina 

KRAJNIK, Ambassador's Assitant, Royal Danish Embassy, Slovenia; Dag KRALJ, 

Member of the Board, BISOL, d.o.o., Slovenia; Uroš KREK, State Secretary, Ministry 
of Defence, Slovenia; Andrej KREN, President of the Management Board, FMR d.d., 
Slovenia; Franc KRIŽANIČ, Minister of Finance, Slovenia; Irena KRŽAN, Marketing 
Manager at The Slovenia Times, Slovenia; H.E. Dr Erwin KUBESCH, Ambassador of 
the Republic of Austria in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Ján KUBIŠ, Executive Secretary of the 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, Switzerland; Pawan KUMAR, 

Head of Chancery, Embassy of India to the Republic of Slovenia in Ljubljana, Slovenia; 
Dr Jožef KUNIČ, President, Slovenian Association for International Relations, Slovenia; 
H.E. Mr Tomaž KUNSTELJ, Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia to 
Canada in Ottawa, Canada; Irena KUNSTELJ MORO, Director, Moro&Kunst d.o.o., 
Slovenia; H.E. Ms Alena KUPCHYNA, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, 
Embassy of the Republic of Belarus to the Republic of Slovenia in Budapest, Hungary; 
Jelka KUŠAR, Boštjan LAJOVIC, Office of the President of the Republic of Slovenia; 
Editor in Chief, Petrol d.d., Slovenia; Leslie LAUTENSLAGER, Executive Assistant to 
General Colin L. Powell, USA (RET), Washington Speakers, United States; Stanka 

LAVRIH, Ministry of Defence, Defence Policy Directorate, Slovenia; Darja LAVTIŽAR 

BEBLER, Member of Parliment, Chair of the Committee on EU Affairs, National 
Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia; Jure LEBEN, Undersecretary, Goverment Office 
of Climate Change, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Stefan LEHNE, Political Director, Ministry for 
European and International Affairs, Austria; H.E. Mr Yves LETERME, Prime Minister, 
Government of the Kingdom of Belgium, Belgium; Dr Walther LICHEM, Vice-
President, IPS, PDHRE, Austria; Nicholas LOGOTHETIS, Executive, Libra Group, 
United Kingdom; Michael LOGOTHETIS, Senior Advisor, Libra Group, Greece; 
Vincent LOUIS, First Secretary, French Embassy, Slovenia; Tomaž LOVRENČIČ, 

Director, European Union Satellite Centre, Spain; Tomaž LOVŠE, President, AmCham/
Diners Club, Slovenia; Shan LU, First Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
People's Republic of China; Dr Igor LUKŠIČ, Minister of Education and Sport, 
Slovenia; Tone LUZNAR, Director, Domel Energija, d.o.o., Slovenia; John 

MACDONELL, Chief of Staff, Canadian Department of National Defence, Canada; 
Hon Peter MACKAY, Minister of National Defence, Canada; Drago MAJCEN, 

President of Technology Platform eMobility, TP eMobilnost, MOBITEL, d.d., Slovenia; 
Marko MAKOVEC, Cabinet of the Prime Minister, Slovenia; Dr Maja MAKOVEC 

BRENČIČ, Vice-Dean for Development, Faculty of Economics, Slovenia; Boštjan 

MALOVRH, Political Advisor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia; 
Robert MANCHIN, Chairman and Managing Director, Gallup Europe, Belgium; Dr 

Florian MARGAN, Responsible Representative, Holding Slovenske Elektrarne, Czech 
Republic; Vladimir MARJANOVIĆ, Sales and Trading Director, Rudnap Group AD, 
Serbia; Valentina MARKU, Export Manager, PHOEBE E.C.E.W.srl, Italy; Matej 

MARN, Political Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia; Dorijan MARŠIČ, 

Director, International Trust Fund for Demining and Mine Victims Assistance (ITF), 
Slovenia; Richard MARTIN-NIELSEN, Counsellor, Embassy of Canada in Budapest, 
Hungary; H.E. Mr János MARTONYI, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Hungary, Hungary; Dr Dorijan MARUŠIČ, Minister of Health of the Republic of 
Slovenia, Slovenia; Dr John MATTHEWS, Director of Freshwater Climate Adaptation, 
World Wildlife Fund, United States of America; H. Martin MCDOWELL, Political, 
Economic & Commercial Section Chief, U.S. Embassy Ljubljana, Slovenia; Igor 

MEDINA DE SOUZA, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of the Federative Republic 
of Brazil in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Jani MEDVEŠEK, Office of the President of the 
Republic of Slovenia; H.E. Mr Zhaorong MEI, Ambassador, Executive Director of 
China Foundation for International Studies, China; Željko MENALO, President of the 
Management Board, Erste Card Club d.d., Croatia; Dr Jože MENCINGER, Professor, 
Faculty of Law at the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia; Dr Uroš MERC, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of BISOL, d.o.o., Slovenia; David A. MERKEL, Director, 
Caspian & Black Sea Policy Forum, Sweden; Besart METAJ, Secutiry Official, Ministry 
of European Integration, Kosovo; H.E. Ms Nicole MICHELANGELI, Ambassador of 
the French Republic in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Radovan MIHALJČIĆ, Security Officer, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bosnia and Herzegovina; Dunja MIJATOVIĆ, 

Representative on Freedom of the Media, The Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe, Austria; H.E. Mr Ranko MILOVIĆ, Ambassador of Montenegro 
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Peter NOVAK, Director, Energotech, d.o.o., Slovenia; Dr Jorge OJEDA-BUENO, 

Chargé d'Affaires, Embassy and Permanent Mission of Colombia in Austria; Brian 

OLDEN, Regional Advisor, International Monetary Fund, Slovenia; H.E. Ms Marianna 

ORAVCOVÁ, Ambassador of the Slovak Republic, Slovenia; Dr Artis PABRIKS, 

Ambassador-at-Large, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia; H.E. Mr 

Andrew PAGE, Ambassador of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland in Ljubljana, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Borut PAHOR, Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Slovenia;  Devid PALČIČ, President, Robotina d.o.o., Slovenia; H.E. Mr 

Charalambos PANAYIDES, Ambassador of the Republic of Cyprus, Slovenia; H.E. Dr 

Constantine PAPADOPOULOS, Secretary-General for International Economic 
Relations and Development Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Greece; Anton 

PAPEŽ, Managing Director, Interenergo d.d., Slovenia; Bozhidar PATINOV, 

Counsellor, Head of the Trade and Economic Office, Embassy of the Republic of 
Bulgaria, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Antonio de Aguiar PATRIOTA, Ambassador, Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Federative Republic of Brazil, Brazil; Maria PEARCE, 

Interpreter, AIB Agrupación de Intérpretes de Barcelona, Spain; Kristjan PEČANAC, 

Partner, Simgularis, Slovenia; Jeffrey PEEL, Managing Director, Quadriga Consulting/
Oxford Economics, United Kingdom; Dr Radovan Stanislav PEJOVNIK, Rector of 
the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia; Leonardo PEKLAR, Chairman, Socius Consulting 
Inc., Slovenia; Natalija PELKO, Cabinet of the Prime Minister, Slovenia; Aleksandra 

PELKO, Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; Žiga PELJKO, Executive Director, ABDS d.d. 
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina; Karol Peter PERŠOLJA, Director, Borzen d.o.o., 
Slovenia; Miro PETEK, Member of  Parliament, Chair of the Commission for Relations 
with Slovenes in Neighbouring and Other Countries, Member of the Committee on 
Foreign Policy, National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia; Aleš PETERNEL, 

Secretary General, Slovenian National Petroleum Committee of the World Petroleum 
Council,Slovenia; Anton PETRIČ, General Manager, Cisco Systems, Slovenia; Prof Dr 

Ernest PETRIČ, Judge, The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Slovenia; Stojan 

PETRIČ, President, Kolektor group d.o.o.,Slovenia; Polona PEUNIK, Head of 
Marketing, BISOL, d.o.o., Slovenia; Dr Darja PICIGA, Secretary, Goverment Office 
of Climate Change, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Alessandro PIETROMARCHI, Ambassador of 
the Republic of Italy in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Gregor PILGRAM, Chief Executive Officer, 
Generali zavarovalnica d.d., Slovenia; Marina PINTAR, Biotechnical Faculty, University 
of Ljubljana, Slovenia; H.E. Ms Anita PIPAN, Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia, 
Brussels, Belgium; Leila PLIEVA, Third Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Russian Federation; Zamira PODA, Tax Service Adviser, Civil Society Development 
Center, Albania; Borut PODGORŠEK, Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; Janez 

PODOBNIK, Director, International ECPD Institute for Sustainable Development, 
Slovenia; H.E. Mr Mihael POGAČNIK, President, IDRIART, Cultural Ambassador of 
the Republic of Slovenia in Germany; Bojan POGRAJC, Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; 
Boštjan POKLUKAR, Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; Andrej POLENEC, General 
Manager, Iskratel d.o.o., Slovenia; Dr Miroslav POLZER, Head of ASO Ljubljana, 
Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office Ljubljana, Centre for Social Innovation 
Vienna, Slovenia; Zoran POPOVAC, President of the Management Board, HŽ-
Holding d.o.o., Croatia; Mr Manfred POSCHENRIEDER, Director Corporate and 
Governmental Affairs Corporate Communicatons Central Eastern European Markets, 
BMW Group Central Eastern Europe, Germany; Janez POTOČNIK, European 
Commissioner, European Commission, Belgium; H.E. Mr Michael POTTS, 

Ambassador of Australia in Vienna, Austria; General Colin L. POWELL, former U.S. 
Secretary of State (2001-2005), United States; Dr Andrej PREDIN, Dean, Faculty of 
Energy Technology, University of Maribor, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Vadym PRYMACHENKO, 

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, The Embassy of Ukraine to the Republic 
of Slovenia in Ljubljana; H.E. Mr I Gusti Agung Wesaka PUJA, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Indonesia in Vienna, Austria; Dr Danica PURG, Dean and President, 

IEDC-Bled School of Management, Slovenia; Darja RADIĆ, Minister of Economy of 
the Republic of Slovenia; Prof Dr Nikola RAJAKOVIĆ, State Secretary, Ministry of 
Mining and Energy, Serbia; Bekoslav RAJH, Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; H.E. Mr 

Vladimir RAKHMANIN, Deputy Secretary General, Energy Charter Secretariat, 
Belgium; Dr Stanislav RAŠČAN, Ambassador, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia; 
Valeri RATCHEV, Head of the Political Cabinet of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Bulgaria, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria; Branko 

RAVNIK, Director General, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food, Slovenia; 
Barbara REFLAK, Foreign Policy Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Slovenia; Peter REINIGER, Managing Director, European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, United Kingdom; Jožica REJEC, Chief Executive Officer, Domel, 
elektromotorji in gospodinjski aparati, d.d., Slovenia; Katja REJEC LONGAR, General 
Director, Ministry of Justice of Republic of Slovenia; Vera REMŠKAR, Executive 
Director, Foundation TOGETHER, Slovenia; Jana REPANŠEK, Deputy Director, 
Center of Excellence in Finance, Slovenia; Dr Frank-Jurgen RICHTER, President, 
Horasis, Switzerland; Andreja RIHTER, Member of Parliament, National Assembly of 
the Republic of Slovenia; Lord John ROPER, Chairman, European Union Committee, 
House of Lords, United Kingdom; Jošt ROTAR, Senior Auditor, Court of Audit of the 
Republic of Slovenia; Dr Andrej RUS, Head of the Center for Strategy and Evaluation, 
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia; Dr Vasilka SANCIN, Assistant Professor, Faculty of 
Law, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia; Randy SCHEUNEMANN, President, Orion 
Strategies, United States; Helga Maria SCHMID, Director of the Policy Unit, Council 
of the European Union, Belgium; Timo SCHMIDT, Associate, Petrus Advisers LLP, 
United Kingdom; Jesse SCOTT, Brussels Programme Leader, E3G, Belgium; Sašo 

SEDMAK, Secretary, Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs, Slovenia; Aljoša 

SELAN, Head of Department, Ministry of Defence, Defence Policy Directorate, Euro-
Atlantic Integration Department, Slovenia; Mojca Seliškar TOŠ, Office of the President 

in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Jelica MINIĆ, Deputy Secretary General, Regional Cooperation 
Council Secretariat, Bosnia and Herzegovina; Tatjana MIŠKOVA, Office of the 
President of the Republic of Slovenia; Dr Vojislav MITIĆ, President, Paneuropa Serbia, 
Serbia; Nickolay MLADENOV, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria, 
Bulgaria; Andròs Tibor MODOS, Project Manager, International Center for Democratic 
Transition, Hungary; Kevin MORRISON, President of the Management Board, British 
Chamber of Commerce in Slovenia; Edward MORTIMER, Senior Vice-President, 
Salzburg Global Seminar, Austria; Cristina MORTU, Deputy Head of Mission, 
Embassy of Romania in Ljubljana, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Amre MOUSSA, Secretary-
General of the League of the Arab States, Arab Republic of Egypt; Miriam Teresa 

MOŽGAN, Secretary General of the Bled Strategic Forum, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Slovenia; Damjan MOŽINA, Sales Director and Director of Region East Europe, Krka, 
d.d., Slovenia; Dijana MOŽINA, Senior Counsellor, Goverment Office of Climate 
Change, Slovenia; Mojmir MRAK, Full Professor at the Faculty of Economics, 
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia; Dr Dušan MRAMOR, Dean, Faculty of Economics, 
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia; Blaž MRVA, Manager, Odvetniška pisarna Mrva 
d.o.o., Slovenia; Polonca MRVAR, Minister Counsellor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Slovenia; Andrej NABERGOJ, Co-founder of Internet Companies: Aventures, Parsek, 
Httpool, Easyweb and Noovo, Slovenia; Dr Matjaž NAHTIGAL, Assistant Professor at 
the Faculty of Management, Slovenia; Dr Plinio NASTARI, President and Founder of 
DATAGRO LTD., Brazil; Hans NAUDTS, Advisor to the Prime Minister of the 
Kingdom of Belgium; H.E. Mr Yves Leterme, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of 
Belgium;  Shahrokh NAZEMI, First Secretary, Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
to the Republic of Slovenia in Vienna, Austria; Franko NEMAC, Director, Energy 
Restructuring Agency d.o.o., Slovenia; Matjaž NEMEC; Cabinet of the Prime Minister, 
Slovenia; Bujar NEPRAVISHTA, Chairman, Albanian Energy Regulator, Albania; 
Carlos NEVES FERREIRA, President, Portuguese Diplomatic Institute, Portugal; Dr 
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Director General, International Centre for Promotion of Enterprises (ICPE), Slovenia; 
Tomaž ŠAUNIK, Foreign Policy Adviser Social Democrats Deputy Group, National 
Assembly, Slovenia; Primož ŠAVC, Director General, Ministry of Defence, Defence 
Policy Directorate, Slovenia; Primož ŠELIGO, Ambassador, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Slovenia; Katarina ŠKOBERNE, Communicator and Innovator, United Kingdom; 
Janez ŠKRABEC, Director of Riko d.o.o., Slovenia; Sonja ŠMUC, Managing Director, 
Managers' Association of Slovenia, Slovenia; Urška ŠTORMAN, Public Relations 
Officer, Ministry of Finance, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Mitja ŠTRUKELJ, Ambassador, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia; Dr Mitja ŠTULAR, Senior Advisor, Mobitel d.d., 
Slovenia; Vojislav ŠUC, Ambassador, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Slovenia; George TABAKOV, Chairman, Bulgaria Economic Forum, Bulgaria; Omnia 

TAHA, Advisor at the political Department, Arab League; Muhammad TAKDIR, First 
Secretary for Economic Affairs, Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in Vienna, Austria; 
Yong TANG, General Manager, ZTE Corporation, China; Peter TASE, Returned Peace 
Corps Volunteer, U. S. Peace Corps, United States; Zoran THALER, Member of the 
European Parliament, Slovenia; Stephen TINDALE, Associate Fellow at the Centre for 
European Reform, United Kingdom; Dr Mihael Jožef TOMAN, Prodean, Biotechnical 
Faculty, Dept. of Biology, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia; Raul TOOMAS, Chargé 
d'Affaires, Embassy of the Republic of Estonia to the Republic of Slovenia in Budapest, 
Hungary; Andraž TORI, Director of Technology, Zemanta ltd., Slovenia; Sebastian 

TRAJKOVSKI, Deputy Executive Director, Energoplan d.d., Slovenia; Katja 

TRATNJEK, Deputy Group advisor, National Assembly, Slovenia; Franc TRBOVŠEK, 

Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; Robert TRNOVEC, CEO, S&T Slovenija d.d., Slovenia; 
Yoko TSUGE, First Secretary, Embassy of Japan, Slovenia; Dr Filip TUNJIČ, Senior 
Advisor, Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; Dr Žiga TURK, Professor, Faculty of Civil 
Engineering and Geodesy, Slovenia; H.E. Dr Danilo TÜRK, President of the Republic 
of Slovenia;  Gutemberg UCHÔA, General Manager for International Relations, 

Brazilian Trade and Investment Promotion Agency - APEX-BRASIL, Brazil; Klaus 

UMEK, Managing Director, Petrus Advisers LLP, United Kingdom;  Dr Yordan 

UZUNOV, Head of Department, Institute of Biodiversity & Ecosystem Research, 
Bulgaria; Alexandra UZUNOVA, Professor, Sofia University »St. Kliment Ohridski«, 
Bulgaria; Igor VAH, Undersecretary, Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; David 

VAILLANCOURT, Advisor, Gazprom Global Energy Solutions, Slovenia; Ivo VAJGL, 

Member of European Parliament, Slovenia; Karin VAN ROOYEN-WINKELMAN, 

Hon. Consul, Consulate of Slovenia in the Netherlands; H.E. Mr Paul VANDOREN, 

Head of Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Croatia;  Žiga VAVPOTIČ, 

Program Director, Institute Ypsilon, Slovenia; Zoran VEHOVAR, Member of the 
Management Board of Telekom Slovenije,d.d., Slovenia; Nika VELE, Ministry of 
Defence, Slovenia; Dr Gregor VESELKO, President of the Management Board, Luka 
Koper d.d., Slovenia; Monika VINČEK, Office of the President of the Republic of 
Slovenia; Jože VISINTIN, General Manager, FERSPED d.d., Slovenia; Renata VITEZ, 

Director, CEFTA Secretariat, Belgium; Dr Patrick VLAČIČ, Minister of Transport of 
the Republic of Slovenia; Dr Mark VLASIC, Senior Fellow & Adjunct Professor of 
Law, Georgetown University, United States; Ajša VODNIK, Executive Director, 
AmCham Slovenija; Rok VODNIK, Member of the Managment Board, Petrol d.d., 
Ljubljana, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Vojko VOLK, Former Western Balkan Coordinator at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia and Ambassador of the Republic 
of Slovenia to the Republic of Croatia in Zagreb, Croatia; Špela VOVK, Cabinet of the 
Prime Minister, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Petr VOZNICA, Ambassador of the Czech Republic 
in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Mirijam VRHUNC, Office of the President of the Republic of 
Slovenia; Dr Veselin VUKOTIĆ, Rector, University of Donja Gorica, Montenegro; 
Andrew WYCKOFF, Director for Science, Technology and Industry at the OECD, 
France; Rea YIORDAMLIS, Ambassador/Political Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Cyprus; Bo YUAN, Researcher, Development Research Center of the 

State Council, China; Peter ZAJC, Head of Operations in Slovenia, European 
Investment Bank, Luxembourg; Igor ZAJEC, Honorary Consul, Consulate of Canada, 
Slovenia; Aleš ZALAR, Minister of Justice, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Doku ZAVGAEV, 

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Embassy of the Russian Federation in 
Slovenia; Edina ZEJNIĆ, Director of Institute Krog - Education, Development, 
Charity, Slovenia; Yuyue ZHANG, Attaché, Embassy of the People's Republic of China 
to the Republic of Slovenia in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Konstantin ZHIGALOV, Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kazakhstan; Andraž ZIDAR, 

Director-General for International Law and Protection of Citizens, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Slovenia; Milenko ZIHERL, Member of Parliament, Deputy Chair of the 
Committee on Foreign Policy, National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia; Ljupco 

ZIKOV, Director, Kapital Media Group, Macedonia; Omar ZNIBER, Ambassador of 
the Kingdom of Morocco to the Republic of Slovenia in Vienna, Austria; Vasiliy 

ZOLOTUKHIN, Counsellor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, 
Russia; Uršula ZORE TAVČAR, Secretary of the Committee on Foreign Policy, National 
Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia; Martina ZUPAN, Chair, GWP Slovenija, 
Slovenia; Gregor ZUPAN, International Cooperation Advisor, Ministry of Defence, 
Slovenia; Mihela ZUPANČIČ, Head of the EC Representation in Slovenia, European 
Commission, Slovenia; Dr Roko ŽARNIĆ, Minister of the Environment and Spatial 
Planning, Slovenia; H.E. Mr Samuel ŽBOGAR, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Slovenia; Lea ŽBONTAR ZVER, Researcher, Radenska d.d. Radenci, 
Slovenia; Dr Boštjan ŽEKŠ, Minister, Office of the Government of the Republic of 
Slovenia for Slovenes Abroad, Slovenia; Brane ŽERJAL, General Manager, AIM 
Institute, Slovenia; Melita ŽUPEVC, Member of Parliament, Member of the Committee 
on Foreign Policy, National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia, Slovenia.

of the Republic of Slovenia; Cvetka SELŠEK, President of the Board of Directors, SKB 
d.d., Slovenia; Peter SEMNEBY, EU Special Representative for South Caucasus, 
Council of the EU, Belgium; Igor SENČAR, Director-General  for  European Affairs 
and Bilateral Political  Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia; Mahouba 

SERAJ, Afganistan; Dr Daniel SERWER, Vice-President of Centres of Innovation, 
United States Institute of Peace, United States of America; Mjuša SEVER, Director, 
Regional Dialogue, Slovenia; Leonita SHABANI, Chief of the Cabinet, Ministry of 
European Integration, Kosovo; Aleš SILA, Ministry of Defence, Slovenia; Viraj SINGH, 

Director (Central Europe), Ministry of External Affairs of India; Ana SLEVEC, Ministry 
of Defence, Slovenia; Aibek SMADIYAROV, Third Secretary, Embassy of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan, Hungary; Marko SMOLE, President, Slovenian Consular Corps, 
Slovenia; Dušan SNOJ, Adviser to the President of the Republic on Diplomatic Affairs, 
Office of the President of the Republic of Slovenia; Maxim SOLIN, Head of Division, 
Department of OSCE, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan; Nina 

STANKOVIČ, Office of MEP Ivo Vajgl, Slovenia; Aleksandra STANKOVIĆ, 

Counsellor, Embassy of the Republic of Serbia, Slovenia; Robert STRAŽIŠAR, Ministry 
of Defence, Slovenia; Jernej STRITIH, Director, Goverment Office of Climate Change, 
Slovenia; Dr Boštjan STRMČNIK, Director, KORONA d.d., Slovenia; H.E. Mr. 

Rongmin SUN, Ambassador of the People's Republic of China to the Republic of 
Slovenia in Ljubljana; Andreja SUŠNIK, Head of Agrometeorological Department, 
Environmental Agency of the Republic of Slovenia; Sibil SVILAN, President of the 
Management Board, SID banka, d.d., Ljubljana, Slovenia; Goran SVILANOVIĆ, Co-
ordinator of OSCE Economic and Environmental Activities, The Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe; Dr Piotr SWITALSKI, Policy Planning Director, 
Council of Europe, France; H.E. Mr István SZENT-IVÁNYI, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Hungary in Ljubljana, Slovenia; Marta SZIGETI BONIFERT, Executive 
Director,The Regional Environmental Center, Hungary; Dr Štefan Bogdan ŠALEJ, 
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The Centre for European Perspective

The Centre for European Perspective is an innovative 
project platform that generates functional knowledge 
and brings together good practices to actively support 
the European and Euro-Atlantic integration processes. 
We are fully committed to developing the European 
perspective for European Union candidate countries, 
potential candidate countries and countries of the New 
Neighbourhood Policy by implementing high standard 
demand-and-needs driven projects. The implementa-
tion of projects for countries of South East Europe is 
our current priority with no prejudice to projects in 
other regions. 

More information about the Centre for European Per-
spective available at http://www.cep.si

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 

Slovenia

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slo-
venia is responsible for implementing Slovenian foreign 
policy and tasks assigned with the Foreign Affairs Law 
(Ur.l. RS, 45/2001) as well as other acts and regulations 
With its expert opinions, the Ministry participates in 
the planning, procedures and preparation of foreign 
policy matters of the Republic of Slovenia, as well as 
the adopting of positions by the National Assembly of 
the Republic of Slovenia and the Government of the 
Republic of Slovenia.

More information about the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Slovenia available at http://www.

mzz.gov.si

ORGANISERS

Miriam Možgan,  

Secretary General of the Bled Strategic Forum
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